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Introduction 
 
This is my first annual report to the Annual Parish meeting as Chairman. I intend to prepare 
an annual report for publication on the parish website at a later date once the audited 
accounts are available. However in this report for the Annual Parish meeting, I will give an 
overview of the activities of Loughton parish Council during the past year. 
 
1. Finance 
 
The accounting year for the Parish ends on 31

st
 March 2012. At this stage we do not yet have 

audited accounts available. However, subject to some further work that needs to be done, the 
Clerk has reported to me that at this stage she believes the financial statements for the year 
will be as summarised below :- 

 
Income 
 

Precept £17,598.00 

Grants £5,997.50 

Allotment rent £449.00 

VAT recoupment £1,179.17 

Interest £4.66 

  

Total £25,228.33 

 
Expenditure 
 

Staff costs £3,824.43 

Grants £3,956.83 

Dog hygiene bins service £5,099.64 

Gt Holm bollards £200.00 

Parish noticeboards & signs £1,562.18 

Archaeology (graveyard) £1,376.00 

Postage & mileage (clerk) £255.93 

Meeting room hire £144.90 

BALC membership £790.22 

Professional fees/memberships £779.00 

VAT £1,621.45 

Water for allotments £157.84 

Insurance £225.00 

New .gov website/email domain £125.00 

Precept leaflet design and printing £225.00 

training £261.95 

wreath & clock plaque £79.16 

  

Total £20,684.53 

  

Surplus £4,543.80 

 
 
 
In addition we also collected rent from LSSC of £1,987.50 on behalf of MK Council and which 
was remitted to them. 
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Interest earned on savings/reserves was low and we are in the process of changing banks in 
order to manage finances prudently and generate a little more revenue from our reserves. 
 
The parish reserves are now £20,051.60 (this is subject to a reconciliation which is pending). 
 
We have recently carried out a competitive tender for our dog hygiene bin service and 
awarded the contract to a new contractor at a more competitive quote and it would seem 
likely we will see savings on that head of the expenditure budget in the next financial year. 
 
The financial records will now be sent for annual audit and the audited accounts will be 
published on the parish website in due course. 
 
The precept has been increased for next year but remains at less than one third of the 
average precept for parish councils in Milton Keynes. 
 
2. Staff 
 
The parish employs a Parish Clerk on a part time basis. Her contracted hours were increased 
during the year to 6 hours a week (0.16 full time equivalent). Overtime was occasionally 
authorised when additional meetings required it. The parish has enabled the Clerk to join the 
Local Government pension scheme as per her contractual entitlement. 
 
Due to the increase in responsibilities on the parish pursuant to the Localism agenda where 
we may have the opportunity to take asset transfers from MK Council and now have 
additional responsibilities in areas such as planning, it may be that we will have to review and 
adjust our provision for staff at some point in the future. I note that in our neighbouring parish 
of Shenley Church End they employ two clerks 4 days a week, which is 1.6 full time 
equivalent. 
 
3. Meetings 
 
The Parish Council met 11 times since the Annual Parish meeting last year.  
 
The agendas and minutes of the meeting have all been published on the parish website and 
remain available there 
 
There has been some attendance by the public at meetings of the parish council throughout 
the year 
 
4. Elections 
 
2011 was an election year and the elections were held in May. The elections were once again 
uncontested as there were 6 candidates for the 10 available members. 4 further members 
were later co-opted to join the Parish Council (there were 5 applicants and a hearing was held 
to determined the 4 appointments). 
 
As less than two thirds of the parish council were elected the Parish Council does not qualify 
to exercise the “power of well-being” under Local Government Act 2000, and its powers are 
therefore more limited than it would be if it could exercise these powers which are reserved 
for councils which can demonstrate greater resilience and competence. 
 
The parish has however agreed in principle to work towards acquiring Quality status. Such 
status would mean the parish would be able to exercise the “power of wellbeing”. 
 
5. Community engagement 
 
The Parish Council works closely with the Thames Valley Police neighbourhood team in 
Loughton. The police attend our meetings every month and report on all relevant issues. We 
now have a new neighbourhood supervisor PC Albert Barnard and a team of PCSOs. 
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4 members of the Parish Council are also active members of the Neighbourhood Action 
Group. 
 
We have recently re-launched the parish website. This contains much more information about 
the work of the parish council and its members than before. According to statistics available 
from the website there is now in 2012 on average of 37 unique visitors to the parish website 
daily, compared to 10 on average in 2011. We have decided to change our internet domain to 
a .gov domain to make clear that the parish council is a tier of local government. 
 
The parish notice boards have been maintained and overhauled during the year and one new 
board has been installed and another new board is planned for Great Holm shop. 
 
The Parish has recently conducted an experiment in an online residents’ opinion survey using 
an online tool – survey monkey. The survey was advertised on the precept leaflet delivered 
with Council tax bills. A number of responses were received and the results published on the 
parish website. 
 
The parish heard from the Chief Executive of the Parks Trust at a meeting during the year 
about their work in Loughton and management of land assets in the parish 
 
The Parish has heavily engaged with Loughton Sports & Social Club during the year. Two 
members of the parish have been members of the Club Committee. The Club has 
experienced some difficulties of late and its future is somewhat uncertain at present. The 
premises have been identified as suitable community asset transfers pursuant to the localism 
agenda and the parish is currently assessing whether to seek such transfer on the terms 
available from MK Council. 
 
The Great Holm Community centre is also identified as an asset available for community 
transfer in tranche 1 of the programme. 
 
We welcome regular engagement with and contact with the Bail Hostel located within Great 
Holm. I look forward to meeting the representative of the management of the Bail hostel at our 
Annual Parish meeting today. 
 
The parish recently nominated a representative to be a trustee of the Hugh Parke trust (a 
longstanding private trust for the benefit of All Saints Church and the relief of poverty in the 
parish). 
 
Members of the Parish Council have attended the parish assembly/forum meetings held 
regularly in Milton Keynes. 
 
The parish council has considered planning applications made within the parish during the 
year and made comments on some issues where considered appropriate including 
enforcement action. 
 
A major consultation with stakeholders on the draft neighbourhood development is currently 
underway. 
 
The parish council are considering sponsoring an event in June 2012 to celebrate the 
Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II 
 
6. Allotments 
 
The parish currently has one allotment site, within Loughton. There is a reasonably lengthy 
waiting list for the site from residents of the parish. A number of the current allotment holders 
are from outside the parish however. 
 
There is another site in the current local plan off Bradwell Road within Loughton which is also 
allocated to use as allotments. However during the past 30 years the site has not been 
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brought into use. The cost of the works to bring it into use have been estimated at about £40-
50k. The cost is to cover fencing, creating a hard standing parking area, building an small 
access road and preparing the site. This would create about 20 allotments. While the parish 
has a statutory duty to provide some allotments it has a discretion as to the precise amount of 
provision and it is debatable whether the cost is proportionate. This is an issue which perhaps 
should be consulted on as part of the neighbourhood development plan process. 
 
7. Planning 
 
The Localism Act 2011 has given the Parish the power to create a local plan which will be 
binding on the local planning authority.  
 
In December 2011 the Parish decided to embark on the process of establishing a plan which 
has to be subject to consultation, independent review and a referendum. 
 
I believe a Neighbourhood Development plan would help restrain inappropriate development 
in the parish and promote the retention of pleasant features of the area. 
 
There will be a large scale consultation with residents of the parish this year and we will work 
towards a referendum being held as soon as practicable. 
 
It is a disappointment that MK Council has decided not to proceed with a review of the current 
conservation statement for the Loughton Conservation area. The current statement was 
written in the 1970s and is seriously out-dated. I am attempting to explore ways of trying to 
take forward such a review. The neighbourhood development plan may also help plug the gap 
that the lack of review creates. 
 
We have commented on numerous planning applications and issues throughout the year from 
Becket House in Loughton to the new supermarket at Shenley local centre. 
 
8. Projects 
 
The Parish has been working on a couple of projects and it may be useful to report on them 

 
a)  The Loughton graveyard extension 
 
The issue of extending the church graveyard for All Saints has been pending for a very large 
number of years. 
 
A number of difficulties in achieving this have been experienced over the years and the 
Council have been working on a solution to these. 
 
The Parish has now purchased the land for the extension and are in discussion with the 
church re arrangements for an extension. It is hoped this project can be completed by the 
Autumn.  
 
b) The parish children’s play areas 
 
The parish has 9 children’s play areas within it although these are owned and maintained by 
MK Council.  
 
Currently 3 of the areas are in good condition. Of the remaining 6, several are in very poor 
condition and a few in barely adequate condition. Unfortunately MK Council does not have the 
funds available to keep all its play areas in good condition and renewed.  
 
We are working with the MK Council play area officers to develop a strategy which involves 
removal of 2 areas within Loughton (saving expense) and to renew and redevelop the other 
areas. We have started working on a bid to WREN for substantial funds to redevelop the main 
play area at Loughton sports ground. 
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In 2011 the parish installed a table tennis table next to the Great Holm community centre.  
 
A grant for parish play areas from MK Council of £5k which requires match funding of £5k by 
the parish was received during the year. Another similar grant has been applied for recently, 
as there is substantial amount of work needed on the play areas. 
 
c) Emergency contingency planning.  
 
The parish is minded to create a plan to assist with managing a civil emergency situation in 
the parish. There are opportunities to work in partnership with Shenley Church End parish 
council who have already established such a plan in order to draw in more resources when 
needed. 
 
d) Parking at Holmwood school/Hilltops surgery 
 
A grant was obtained from the MK Council parking fund and applied to relieve parking 
problems at Holmwood school/Hilltops surgery in Great Holm. This project was successful 
managed by the NAG, and particularly Councillor Peter Ballantyne 
 
I am conscious that there are many other issues and projects we have worked on during the 
year. It is not possible to cover everything in this report but further information is available on 
the parish website 
 
Peter Todd 
Chairman, Loughton Parish Council 
16

th
 April 2012  


