
Loughton & Great Holm Parish Council 

Full Council 

  

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 20th November 2017, 7:30pm at the Loughton 

Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton, Milton Keynes 

Present: Councillors Peter Todd (Chair), Zoe Nolan (Vice-Chair), Sandra Boland, Peter 

Ballantyne, Thomas Gray, John Howe, Andy Dransfield, John Howe 

 Also present: Bev Field (Parish Clerk), Lesley Sung (Locum Parish Clerk), Brian Barton 

(outgoing Parish Clerk) from 8:40pm 

 In attendance: 9 members of the public, PC Kate Hiscock, PC Ian Canty from Thames 

Valley Police 

 FC 113/17 Apologies: were received on behalf of Councillors Hilary Dyer, Andy Sargent 

and Claire Jones 

 Noted 

Chair’s Announcement 

The chair announced that a former member of the Council, Councillor Dennis Blackburn, had 

recently died and requested those present to join him in a one minute silence.  

 FC 117/17 Declarations of Interest  

Councillor Todd declared a personal interest in agenda item FC 118/17 presentation by 

Joanna Fay – Ride High Charity, Equestrian Centre, Loughton, as his daughter had a pony 

liveried there. 

Councillor also declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item FC116/17 questions from the 

public, when discussion centred around a planning application for 23 Church Lane which is 

opposite Councillor Todd’s property. Councillor Todd spoke from the floor and then took no 

part in the voting. 

FC 118/17 Presentation by Joanna Fay from the Ride High Charity, Equestrian Centre, 

Loughton. 

Ride High has been a charity for 10 years working with children who have particular 

challenges in life. Children have the option to attend between 12 weeks to12 months on a 

horse riding programme to develop new skills and confidence.  

The charity had bought in services previously, but now own the stable centre as a permanent 

base for their work. Profits are gift aided to the charity which aims to restore and repair the 

property on the site, focusing on safety for people and horses alike, to make the site fit for 

purpose. Ride High aspire to accommodate up to 6 care-leavers for a work experience 

placement and aim to provide disabled access for those with limited mobility. Ride High are 

seeking community input for further ideas on how best to use the property.  



There are 37 acres with 42 stables at the site. There are currently 20 horses, to be increased in 

number to 26 by summer 2018. In addition, the previous owner temporarily stables 12 horses 

there currently. Car parking will be located at the front for 50 spaces. Members of the public 

expressed concern the site would be used for station parking, and that ample parking should 

be planned because the parish has an under-provision of parking space. For security the 

charity uses motorcycle locks on the gates, intruder alarms, lighting, CCTV with 24-hour 

monitoring and there is always someone on site overnight. The increase of residents next year 

will add to the presence onsite. Ride High are working positively with the local police and 

taking advice on the use of smart water and large estate management solutions for extra 

security.  

Ms Fay agreed to feedback the comments and suggestions by members of the public to Ride 

High, and repeated the invitation to comment, participate and make suggestions.  

Presentation from Thames Valley Local Neighbourhood Police Team (North cluster) – 

PC Kate Hiscocks, PC Ian Canty 

PC Hiscocks reported that PC Andy Hipkin was unable to attend the meeting. They are the 

area team that includes Loughton and Great Holm. The crime statistics for the area last month 

were: 

 

2 x car damage 

4 x burglary (rear of property) 

1 x bike theft 

1 x drug possession 

1 x theft from a vehicle 

 

Burglaries in the parish have slowed down as one offender had been apprehended. There are 

4 PC’s in Wolverton, which covers the parish, and they cannot attend all the meetings they 

had previously participated in. Following a restructure there are more police officers in the 

investigation team and fewer in the neighbourhood team. Therefore, the community forum 

intends to combine 2 parishes, in order to solve crime problems together. The venue and 

frequency can be flexible and there is no cost to attending. 

Problems around homelessness are being addressed at the Buszy bus station, with a plan for a 

30-bedded shelter over the winter provided by Milton Keynes Council.  

The Community Forum’s consultation will consider priorities, as set by the community. The 

Community Forum will be advertised on twitter and Facebook, and details were currently on 

the parish council’s website. The police would be considering non-electronic forms of 

awareness-raising as well.  

The Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) was welcome to attend and participate in every 

Community Forum, and the forum should not be seen as a replacement for the work of the 

NAG.  

 

 



Other issues of concern raised were: 

• Graffiti 

• Drug-related activity  

• Car thefts were reported by PC Canty as being committed by cross-border offenders 

working as a professional gang in either a stolen car or number plates, who drive to 

other towns, commit the theft and leave the area. They are unable to stop them as they 

do not have a cross-border team and the helicopter takes 20 minutes to come from 

Benson.  

As the police left the meeting, Councillor Nolan objected to comments made to her and the 

police by Councillor Dransfield, and asked for this to be noted. 

FC 126/17 Planning and Licensing Applications: 

 Item withdrawn as the planning meeting scheduled to take place on 6 November 17 was 

cancelled 

FC126a/17 Planning Application 17/02907/FUL Erection of one detached dwelling with 

carport and associated landscaping land at Pitcher Lane, Loughton Milton Keynes.  

Resolved: 

That the parish council objects to the application on the grounds of over-development, the 

environment, proximity to the conservation area and wildlife corridor and the impact of 

traffic. 

That if Milton Keynes Council was minded to grant planning permission, conditions be 

attached to the permission that would impose weight restrictions on vehicles accessing the 

site via the bridge and the amount of traffic to and from the site. 

FC116/17 Questions from Members of the Public 

A request was made for the council to comment on a planning application for 23 Church 

Lane, as the objector was out of time. The chair informed the member of the public that the 

parish council was subject to the same time restrictions, and that a request could be made by 

the individual to speak at the Development Control Committee. 

Councillor Todd had declared a pecuniary interest in this item. The Vice-Chair, 

Councillor Nolan, took the chair for this item, 

Resolved 

That Milton Keynes Council be requested to consider that the planning application relating to 

23 Church St, Loughton is referred to the Development Control Committee. 

That Councillor Nolan will attend the Development Control Panel to represent the Parish 

Council. 

Councillor Todd returned to the chair. 

A member of the public reported that he was a football coach of 16 youth teams aged 6-16 

years that originated in Loughton. The Football Club borrows venues and was looking for a 



permanent home to play their matches. He said he would like the Club to use the Loughton 

Sports and Social Club football pitches. 

The chair advised the member of the public to approach the Loughton Sports and Social Club 

management, and to contact councillors if he had any difficulties. The Council wished the 

Club success and the Chair also advised the member of the public of s.137 grants available 

through the Parish Council. 

 

FC114/17 Minutes of previous meetings 

Resolved: 

1. That the minutes of the Extraordinary meeting of the Council held on Monday 9th 

October 2017 be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record. 

2. That the minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 16th October 2017 be 

approved and signed as a correct record, subject to a correction in minute FC 98/17 to 

correct the spelling of “Grey” to Gray. Secondly, in minute 97/17 that a Councillor 

visit to the Equestrian Centre be removed, as this was a visit in a private capacity.  

  

FC115/17 Matters arising from the previous minutes not on the agenda: 

Councillor Dransfield referred to minute FC110/17 and reported that he had written and 

objected to the planning application, and requested its referral to the Development Control 

Panel. He asked that all the applications relating to this property are dealt with together. 

Resolved: 

That the Parish Council writes to Milton Keynes Council objecting to the planning 

application and that the matter be referred to the Development Control Panel. 

Councillor Todd referred to minute FC99/17 and confirmed that he had sent a link to his blog 

to all those concerned, and that he was corresponding with the headteacher of Loughton 

School. 

 

FC119/17 To note the financial report 

The financial report was discussed, and it was noted that the Parish Clerk had completed the 

October figures. 

Noted. 

FC120/17 To report on members attending external meetings: 

a) Loughton and Great Holm Neighbourhood Action Group – Councillor 

Ballantyne 

A meeting of the NAG was held on 2 November 2017. Two members of Thames 

Valley Police were in attendance to present a crime report for the area. One member 

of the NAG had purchased 20 smart water kits for £9 each (retailing at £72) available 



by request. A litter picking event collected 60 bags of rubbish. A plan to plant 300 

bulbs has been rescheduled. 

 

b) Ward councillors report on Milton Keynes Council meetings 

 

• Ward Councillor Nolan reported that she had a meeting with the Parks Trust 

regarding the interpretation boards at Lodge Lake, which went up 2 days later. 

Another board will be sited on the path near Gatcombe, but has no hard 

standing due to the angle needed to site it. The Parks Trust provide a graffiti 

removal service from the Park Trust and the police are informed of any 

graffiti. 

 

• Ward Councillor Nolan reported that Loughton Manor School had received an 

Inclusion Award. 

 

• Ward Councillor Nolan reported that Milton Keynes Council was currently 

consulting on its draft budget for 2018/2019. Councillor Ballantyne requested 

this matter be put on the agenda for the December Full Council meeting. 

 

• Ward Councillor Nolan reported that Milton Keynes Council are consulting on 

a Homelessness Strategy. 

 

c) Members report on any other meetings they have attended: 

 

Councillor Boland reported that she had attended a site visit at Loughton Sports and 

Social Club. The scaffolding will be erected the week commencing 27 November 

2017 and the roofing works will commence on 4 December 2017 and will take 3-4 

weeks to complete.  

 

Councillor Nolan reported that Councillor Jones had attended the Parish Council 

drop-in morning.  

 

Councillor Ballantyne reported that the annual general meeting for MKALC took 

place on 8 November 2017. He was unable to attend, although the parish clerk had 

attended. Councillor Ballantyne added that the Milton Keynes Draft Framework is out 

for consultation with responses due by 6 December 2017. 

 

Noted 

 

 

FC121/17 Update on the artists brief for the MK50 celebrations 

 

Councillor Gray reported that the choice of public art to celebrate MK50 is between a bronze 

casting and a mosaic. The plan to bring the 2 shortlisted artists to the December meeting has 

been postponed until further progress has been made. Both artists were concerned about the 



budget constraints, and further discussion was needed about the size, location and visibility of 

the commissioned works.  

 

Resolved: 

That the report be noted. 

 

 

FC122/17 To agree to the expenditure for the supply of a temporary skip to be sited at 

the Greenhill Close, Loughton allotments site by G. Moore Skips for £248+VAT in 

order to help keep the site in good order and free from deposited waste materials. 

 

Resolved: 

  

That the hiring of a skip for use by tenants of Greenhill Close Allotment Site at a cost of £248 

+ VAT provided by G, Moore Skips be approved. 

 

FC123/17 To consider whether to accept the quote for works at the Loughton Sports 

Ground play area to bring it back up to brand new. 

 

Resolved: 

That The Children’s Playground Company Ltd be authorised to carry out the refurbishment 

and repairs as described in their quote for the price of £8646.11+VAT 

 

FC124/17 To consider how the parish council should meet it’s new legal obligations 

under the General Data Protection regulation (GDPR) and whether to adopt a new 

GDPR-compliant Data Protection policy as per the draft provided 

 

The Council considered how to meet its legal obligations under the General Data Protection 

Regulations. 

 

Resolved:  

That the Parish Clerk arrange training for the GDPR which will come into effect in May 

2018. 

That the costs of the training are authorised. 

The matter be considered by the parish council when a draft policy is available 

 

Ward Items: 

FC125a) To discuss and agree possible solutions for the parking problems on Haddon, 

Great Holm 

 

The Council discussed the parking problems on Haddon. 

 

Resolved: 

That the Parish Clerk contacts the manager at McIntyre to discuss the parking problems in the 

area. 



That the Parish Clerk makes enquiries at the fire station about any concerns it may have about 

parked cars in the area that may cut off emergency access to buildings in the area. 

 

FC125b)/17 Residents request on the issue of homelessness. 

 

Resolved:  

That the Parish Clerk writes to Milton Keynes Council regarding the consultation on 

homelessness, noting that the issues associated with homelessness were affecting the quality 

of life for residents. 

That the link to the Milton Keynes Council Homelessness Strategy and consultation be 

circulated to members of the Council. 

 

FC127/17 To resolve to print and deliver a leaflet to all homes in the parish area to 

promote the Get Sorted Milton Keynes recycling initiative, using the 25p per property 

payment from Milton Keynes Council received to cover such expenses 

 

The Council considered the printing and delivery of a leaflet on the Milton Keynes Get 

Sorted campaign using the 25p per property payment to cover such expenses. 

 

Resolved: 

That the 25p payment per household from Milton Keynes be used to promote recycling in the 

area. 

 

FC128/17 To note the update list of projects: 

 

The Council received a report from the Parish Clerk on actions taken on projects since the 

last Full Council Meeting. 

 

Noted 

 

FC129/17 Cheques for payment 

Resolved: 

That the cheques presented are authorised for payment 

 

Date and time of Next Meeting: Monday 18th December 2017, 7:30pm at Holmwood 

School, Kensington Drive, Great Holm, Milton Keynes  

  

The chair closed the meeting at10:38pm  

  

  

Signed _________________________ Chair                Date ___________ 

 




