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Loughton & Great Holm Parish Council 
Full Council 

  
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 16th April 2018 at Moot Hall, Macintyre, 
Haddon, Great Holm. MK8 9HP at 7.30pm 
 
Present: Councillors Todd (chair), Gray, Nolan, Boland, Dyer, Howe, Jones and 
Ballantyne. 
 
Staff present: Bev Field (Parish Clerk) 
 
Members of the public present: 33 members of the public 
 
Chairman’s announcements 
The chairman thanked the staff and volunteers of Ride High Equestrian Centre for 
providing the refreshments this evening. 
The Chairman thanked the Macintyre charity for the opportunity to use the Moot Hall 
tonight.  
L&GH Parish Council have commissioned an art sculpture to celebrate 50 years of Milton 
Keynes. This is planned to be installed in the summer and some initial drafts were on 
display. 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 
FC209/18 To receive a report from the Neighbourhood Policing team of Thames 
Valley Police 
 
PC Capstick reported that PC Nesbit has returned from long term sick leave and 
introduced PCSO Souster who starts with the team next week. The crime report for March 
by area included: 
  
120 reported incidents for the Loughton Park area. Of these only 25 are of interest, the 
rest are CRI’s (crime related incidents) or not relevant to the public, including missing 
people, offences at the secure units, or concerns for vulnerable people. 
  
3 reported burglaries -  2 Loughton and 1 Shenley Church End (SCE), however the 1 for 
SCE seems it may have been mental health issues  
I shed break-in (burglary non-dwelling) 
6 criminal damage, 3 for each area. 
2 drug-related, 1 for each area. 
4 thefts, 3 SCE, 1 Loughton. 
4 shop liftings, all at Sainsbury’s in SCE 
5 thefts from vehicles. 2 SCE 3 Loughton. 
 
FC210/18 To receive reports from community groups  
 
Roger Blackburn (clerk to the Hugh Parke charity) reported that the charity is 500 years 
old and its purpose is the relief of financial hardship in Loughton and Great Holm. There 
are 7 trustees, 50% of whom are members of All Saints church. This year, grants have 
been awarded to residents, scouts group, toddler group, Cavendish House sheltered 
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accommodation, and Willen Hospice. Grants are awarded annually in December and 
notices will be on the Parish Church notice board in November to invite applications.  
 
Andy George (Headteacher of Loughton School) reported that the challenges the school 
faces include the original wooden doors and windows which need replacing, and traffic 
congestion and parking outside the school. They are taking steps to remedy the parking, 
including requesting new road markings. The girls football team were successful in the 
league, the arts are thriving, with recent prizes to pupils at an art festival and a strong 
take-up of the peripatetic lessons and a concert. The staff are amazing and there has 
been a successful presentation of a Shakespeare play with some great acting talent and 
pupils engaging with the Shakespearean text. Mr George said the wider development of 
the children was important and he is proud of both the pupils development and their 
achievements.  
 
Joanna Fay (managing director of Ride High Equestrian Centre, Loughton) reported that 
the charity opened the centre in august 2017 and have around 170 customers and groups 
each week. They aim to work with children’s centres and provide a sensory experience 
for younger children. Access for people with a disability is a focus and working with under-
privileged young people to build confidence through equine-friendship. They are in touch 
with Riding for the Disabled to learn from them. All their income is re-invested.  
New parking facilities are planned to separate the horses and pedestrians from the cars. 
This will be for 90 spaces and is in the pre-planning application stage.  
There is a 10-year-old manure heap that local residents used to access. Due to health 
and safety concerns around such a large heap, Ride High will move some to a collection 
point in the summer for residents to access safely.  
The electric fence is temporarily unsightly. This is to manage the horses and rotate the 
land use. It will be replanted with hedgerow and fencing. The fields were exceptionally 
waterlogged this winter and the natural drainage will be reviewed and a land 
management plan put in place.  
 
Pam Tarshish (chair of the Neighbourhood Action Group NAG) reported that the group 
aim to fix things, do a monthly litter pick, and plant bulbs, shrubs and bushes. Sometimes 
they ask professionals to do the work, as some items need permission or insurance. The 
group are enthusiastic amateurs and urgently need new volunteers. Pam has recently 
spoken on Radio 4. One initiative has been to have “local litter wardens”. There are 16 
volunteers doing this and are given a high-visibility vest, picker, sacks, insurance and 
they adopt one area to regularly litter-pick. 
 The Parish Council sometimes provides funds for the planting and other projects. In July 
2017 a “Picnic on the Green” event was held and £50.00 was fundraised for the Macintyre 
charity.  
 
Ken Vaughan (allotment representative for Greenhill Close, Loughton allotments) 
reported that the achievements of the year include that the water was turned off this 
winter to prevent pipe damage, a skip was hired and turned around in 2 days to clear 
rubbish from the site, there were 3 new plot holders, 16 tonnes of compost delivered and 
distributed and successful rent collection.  
There will be a site audit with the Parish Clerk in May and the challenges of the site 
include loose gate hinges. There is a long waiting list of 21 people but only 2-3 plot 
changeovers each year. Mr Vaughan said his concern as the allotment representative is 
the limited number of plots and asked the Parish Council to consider developing another 
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site e.g. at Bradwell Rd which is a ridge and furrow field identified as a future allotment 
site. He recalled the cost of establishing allotments there was estimated at £40,000 a few 
years ago.  
 
Graham Freer (station commander at the Fire and Rescue Service, Great Holm) sent his 
apologies to the meeting. He is aware that residents are concerned about the future plans 
for the Fire Station. Currently, the merger is going ahead and is planned for the end of 
2019 or the start of 2020. Graham said he would like to hear from residents and answer 
questions and offered to attend a full council meeting if this would be interesting to the 
community.  
 
Mandy Potter (senior probation officer at the Approved Premises) sent her apologies as 
she was unable to attend due to personal reasons. 
 
 
FC211/18 Chairman’s report 
The chairman reported that the work of the Parish Council is funded by money raised 
through council tax. A 0% increase was agreed this year and the average cost to a band 
D household is approximately £30.00 per year. This is less than half the average precept 
of the other Milton Keynes parish councils. The Parish Council does not have premises 
and employs only one member of staff. A business plan is published on the website to 
show how the Parish Council plans to spend the tax. In the last year the Parish Clerk 
resigned but agreed to work beyond his resignation period in order to handover to the 
new clerk.  
 
The chairman thanked Brian Barton for his work as the Parish Clerk and for helping the 
Parish Council by ensuring a smooth transition.  
 
The Parish Council has 12 meetings per year plus sub-committee meetings. The planning 
committee aims to respond to every planning application to Milton Keynes Council who 
are the Planning Authority. The chairman thanked the planning committee members for 
their work in preparing for and attending the planning committee and liaising with 
members of the public.  
 
The Parish Council made section 137 grants this year to the scarecrow trail, All Saints 
church summer fete, and Holmwood School summer fete. Applications are welcome at 
any time and the forms are available on the website. 
The Parish Council funded outdoor play sessions run by the Milton Keynes Play 
Association in the Easter, Whitsun and summer school holidays. The Loughton Sports 
Ground pavilion was re-roofed. The dog hygiene bin collection service is funded by the 
Parish Council to improve the environment and some bins have been renewed.  The 
Parish Council has engaged with Milton Keynes Council in a successful bid for the asset 
transfer of the Great Holm Community Centre, in order to keep it for community use and 
control. The council communicates via a website, as well as using Facebook, Twitter, e-
mails and the Parish noticeboards. 
The Jubilee graveyard has been provided in partnership with All Saints Church for the 
residents of the Parish. Parking issues continue to be a cause for concern and the Parish 
Council has raised these with the police, schools and Milton Keynes Council with the aim 
of keeping children safe and encouraging responsible behaviour.  2 new interpretation 
boards were installed at Lodge Lake. The work of the Neighbourhood Action Group 
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(NAG) has received funding. The group are active in improving the local environment and 
the Parish Council help to fund this positive work. 
Landscaping is receiving less funding from Milton Keynes Council now, and the Parish 
Council has funded re-planting and improvements. The play areas are also owned by 
Milton Keynes Council and the Parish Council has paid to improve and develop the Wind 
in the Willows play park in Great Holm. The Pirate play park by Loughton sports ground 
is being refurbished this year and there are plans to renew the play park in Ashpole 
Furlong, possible with an equestrian theme.  There is a monthly drop-in at the Macintyre 
coffee shop, the aim is to reach older or more isolated people to get together and meet 
other residents. There are two allotment sites; one at Greenhill Close as described earlier 
by Ken Vaughan. There is a second small allotment next to All Saints church.  
 
 
The Parish Council have commissioned an art sculpture to celebrate 50 years of Milton 
Keynes. This is planned to be installed in the summer and some initial drafts were on 
display.    
 
FC212/18 Public participation  
Questions and comments from the public were responded to by the chairman and 
councillors as follows: 
 

• Q. Has the Parish Council newsletter been produced? 

• A. It has not been produced yet and will be later in the year so that it does not go 
out at the same time as the Loughton Residents Association newsletter (which 
was made available by a member of the LRA) 
 

• Q. When will the Ashpole Furlong play area be renewed?  

• A. The designs have been produced and there is yet to be a process of 
consultation with stakeholders, a WREN funding application, tendering and then 
planning the work. This may take more than 12 months. 

 
 
 
 

• Q. Can the path around the Loughton Sports Ground be fully tarmacked?  

• A. At the time of the previous tarmacking work it was found that the path is not the 
responsibility of Highways, but of the Landscaping department. The cost was 
estimated at approximately £100,000.00. Sadly, although it would be a great help 
to people with limited mobility, this cost is too much for the Parish Council to 
consider.  
 

• Q. Lorries and buses drive on the verges in Kensington Drive, Great Holm and 
damage them. One skip lorry reversed and spoiled two opposite verges in one 
manoeuvre. Can anything be done to rectify this?  

• A. The verges were recently surveyed with the Landscaping officer from Milton 
Keynes Council. We were advised that the ground is soft and as mowing 
equipment goes over it in the Spring, the grass will naturally rectify itself. In some 
areas, grasscrete has been a solution and it was noted that dustbin lorries struggle 
with access due to parked cars. Ringway have recently been seen repairing a 
verge as a result. Ringway can be contacted to report damage. 
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• Q. Why are you refurbishing the Pirate Park?  

• A. It was installed 4 years ago and has a lot of wear and tear. There is damage to 
the equipment and it needs re-painting. 

 

• Q. The air near All Saints Church can sometimes smell of burning wood and coal. 
Can you ban the use of natural fuels?  

• A. The Parish Council does not have any powers to ban the use of natural fuel. 
One option is to contact Environment Health to request air quality monitoring. 
Milton Keynes were contacted some time ago about the air quality in Loughton; 
they didn’t find any infringements and said that Milton Keynes has the best air 
quality of most towns due to the green and open spaces planned into the city. 

 

• Q. Has there been any news from the street-lighting meeting at the station bridge? 
A. Not yet but a reminder has been sent. 

 

• Q. Can the bridge at the Equestrian centre be repaired?  

• A. Not by the Parish Council because it is on private land.  
 
 

Husting -  chaired by the Parish Clerk 
 
FC213/18 Non-selective husting for the Milton Keynes Borough Council election 
on Thursday 3rd May 2018 for one vacancy in Loughton and Shenley Ward. 
The purpose of a husting is to get to know the candidates and their views better, in order 
to feel more informed and cast a vote on 3/5/18. 
Of 4 candidates nominated, only 1 candidate attended. All three who sent their apologies 
were invited to submit a short, written statement that would take no more than 3 minutes 
to read aloud. Statements were read out from Carole Baume (Labour party) and Gill 
Kirkup (Green party). Lisa French (Liberal Democrat party) did not submit a statement.  
Daniel Gilbert (Conservative party) was given 3 minutes to introduce himself. 
Questions were taken from the floor and Daniel Gilbert was given 60 seconds to reply to 
each question. 
 
The chair thanked everyone who had asked questions for helping to make the husting so 
interesting. The chair thanked Mr Gilbert for attending and participating this evening and 
wished all four candidates the best in the forthcoming election, and in their ongoing 
participation in our community. 
 
 

Ordinary Meeting of Full Council – Councillor Todd resumed the chair. 
 
FC214/18 Apologies:  
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Sargent and Dransfield 
 
FC215/18 Minutes of previous meetings: 
The minutes were approved and signed as an accurate record of the meetings held on: 
 

• Monday 24/04/17 

• Monday 19/03/18  
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Councillor Dyer stated that in agenda item FC203/18c the curfew time at the approved 
premises is actually 11.00pm. 
 
FC216/18 Matters arising - from the previous minutes that are not on the agenda 
None 
 
FC217/18 Declarations of interest: 
Councillor Howe declared a personal interest in agenda item FC219/18c and did not 
participate in the discussion or vote. 
 
FC218/18 Public participation: 
3 members of the public stated that they objected to the planning application for The 
Rectory, Loughton 18/00373/FUL because it will increase the volume and noise of traffic, 
does not allow a safe turning circle, is out of keeping in residential area, increased traffic 
i is a danger to pedestrians and affect the character of the conservation area. 
 
FC219/18 Representations to Milton Keynes Council were considered on the 
following planning applications: 
 
a) 18/00373/FUL The Rectory, Loughton MK5 8AU- change of use 

Resolved:To object on the grounds of preserving the rural nature of the conservation 
area, the risk to local residents on a single-track road with no pavement, insufficient 
parking to be able to safely turn and exit on a hill, and that it is out of keeping with the 
residential area. 
To request that the application is considered by the Development Control Panel. 

 
b) 18/00802/FUL 14 Olde Bell Lane, Loughton MK5 8EN re-submission of 

extension 
Resolved: To object on the grounds that the site plan incorrectly shows land that 
does not belong to the applicant. The parking is insufficient, which would affect the 
neighbours as cars use the entrance to enter/exit, that it is an over development of 
the site and will affect the neighbouring property’s amenity. 
To request a site visit, to include the view from 16 Olde Bell Lane, Loughton. 

 
c) 18/00811/TPO 11 Bradwell Rd tree preservation order MK5 8AP 

 
Resolved: No objection 

 
d) Street Trading licensing for: 

• Mr Softee                  ref 147552 

• Mr Softee J192 NVV ref 147614 

• MK Ices  CX57 VFB  ref 143306 

• MK Ices   S99 WHP ref 143311 

• MK Ices DG10 HCV ref 143299 

• MK Ices CX57 XOA ref 143310 

• MK Ices W213 PBY ref 143419 

• MK Ices  FJ64 CCK ref 143302 
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 Resolved: To request that all ice-creams vans do not trade within 250 metres of 
Loughton School, Loughton First school, Holmwood School and Grove School within 30 
minutes of the school closing times. This is due to concerns about traffic congestion and 
parking, to promote healthy lifestyles and be consistent with a similar request for a fast 
food outlet near Holmwood School.  

 
FC220/18 To consider any representations to be made to Milton Keynes Council 
on any other planning applications validated since the publication of the agenda. 
 

a) Mr Softee reg V272 XNH ref 147710 
Resolved: see decision for FC219/18 d 
 
b) 18/00908/FUL 6 Badminton View, Loughton 
Resolved: No objection 
 

FC221/18 To receive verbal reports from members attending external meetings: 
This item was deferred to the next meeting 
 
FC222/18 To note the finance report  
This item was deferred to the next meeting 
 
FC223/18 To note that the precept, agreed at 0% increase, will be £77,884.00 for 
2018/19 to be received in two instalments on the 13/04/18 and 14/09/18 
Noted 
 
FC224/18 The quote from Ringway to repair the Millennium Meadow pathway was 
considered: 
Resolved: To accept the quote by Ringway of £2896.99+VAT to repair the pathway in 
the Millennium Meadow 
 
FC225/18 To receive the progress report of the parish clerk  
Noted 
 
FC226/18 Cheques for payment: 
The cheques for payment were authorised.  
 
FC227/18 No items were received for the next agenda 
None 
 
Date and Time of next meeting:  
Annual Council meeting on Monday 21/05/18 at Holmwood School, Kensington Drive, 
Great Holm MK8 9AB at 7.30pm      
 
The chairman closed the meeting at 10.35pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed by chair:                                                                              Date: 


