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Minutes of the meeting of Loughton & Great Holm Parish Council held on Monday 21/01/19 at 7.30pm at 

the Moot Hall, MacIntyre, 54 Haddon, Great Holm MK8 9HP 
 

Present:  Councillors Todd (Chair), Nolan (Vice-Chair), Boland, Sargent, Jones, Dyer, Gray (late), 
Ballantyne (late) and Howe (late). 
 
Staff present: Parish Clerk (Bev Field) 
 
Members of the public present: 2 
 
FC182/19 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Dransfield 
 
FC183/19 Declarations of interest: None 
 
Councillor Ballantyne arrived at 7.32pm 
 
FC184/19 Thames Valley Police: The crime figures for December 2018 were received and noted. No 
officer was present and Councillor Nolan (lead Councillor for Children and Families at Milton Keynes 
Council) was asked about the reported assaults and she confirmed that the secondary schools in the area 
were alerted via the Safer Schools Officer and that she contacted the primary schools to alert them of the 
concern. Thames Valley Police informed Councillor Nolan that they have identified the member of the 
public who they wished to speak to in relation to one incident, and they have increased their patrols in the 
area at the time of morning that the incidents occurred. 
 
FC185/19 Public participation: None 
 
FC186/19 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 17/12/18 were approved and signed as an 
accurate record, with the clarification that: 

a) Councillors Dyer, Dransfield and Howe arrived before item FC155/18 (not after) 
b) Agenda item FC164/18: that Milton Keynes Council planned a funded survey and consultation for 

2019/20, and a maintenance programme in subsequent years. 
 
FC187/19 Matters arising:  

a) Agenda item FC157/18 The Parish Clerk has been notified that the community evening being 
organised by City Fibre has been cancelled due to staff changes in the marketing team. The work 
to deliver full fibre broadband to the Parish is not affected and should be complete by mid-
February. 

b) Agenda item FC165/18 Councillor Dyer requested a breakdown of the precept per household. 
The Parish Clerk agreed to circulate the information by e-mail tomorrow.  

 
FC188/19 Minutes of Committee meetings: The draft minutes of the Planning Committee held on 
07/01/19 were received and noted. 

 
FC/189/19 Neighbourhood Plan: Following a presentation by David Blandamer (Milton Keynes Council 
Placemaking team) to the Planning Committee, Councillor Sargent asked for consideration of whether to 
pursue a Neighbourhood Plan. 50% of Parishes in Milton Keynes now have a Neighbourhood Plan, the 
cost to produce a plan is estimated at between £20-25k and it may take 18-24 months to complete. The 
Plan should be regularly updated every 2-3 years. The task is onerous and should be carefully weighed up 
with how beneficial it will be to the Parish. Research is needed to identify potential consultants. Councillor 
Todd identified a legal case involving a challenge by East Bergholt Parish Council whose Neighbourhood 
Plan was overruled due to an issue of housing supply. A plan would contribute to the NPPF and MK Plan 
and must dovetail with these plans; be directive, positive and facilitating to appropriate development.  
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The Parish is barely mentioned in the MK Plan, so there is a gap in the guidance that could be improved. 
The Parish Council should take this commitment up for the residents and it will involve a big exercise in 
public engagement.   
 
Councillor Gray arrived at 8.13pm 
 
Resolved: To investigate the range of Neighbourhood Plan consultants available, the costs involved and 
the benefits of a Neighbourhood Plan, for further consideration at full Council. 

 
FC190/19 Finance: The finance report was received and noted.  
 
There is not an itemised report for individual premises or cashbooks in the monthly report, as it covers all 
income and expenditure of the Parish Council, following the monthly bank reconciliation. Specific reports 
can be requested at appropriate times from the Parish Clerk/RFO.  
 
There will be approximately £26k overspend from general reserves this year and general reserves are 
currently £85,636.00  
 
FC191/19 Cheques for payment: The cheques for payments were authorised. 
 
 It was noted that the current payments for hall hire will change in the next Council year. The Parish Clerk 
is making the arrangements for the Great Holm Community Centre to be available for Parish Council 
meetings on Monday evenings, according to guidance. The Parish Council now owns the Centre, it would 
be suitable for meetings and will be free of charge (Local Government Act 1972 section 143(1)).  
 
FC192/19 Pavilion in Loughton: Councillor Todd gave a verbal report on the progress negotiating a lease 
for the Pavilion. The prospective tenant has stated that the premises are very dilapidated and requested 
that the Parish Council refurbishes the Pavilion, so that a fully repairing lease is viable. He will undertake 
to refit the kitchen area and provide café furniture. Old equipment, fittings and debris need to be removed, 
the suspended ceiling is dirty and incomplete, the floor coverings are very soiled, and it needs redecoration 
to bring it to a useable standard. A guiding estimate has been provided by Aitchison and Raffety, who 
supervised the re-roofing at the Pavilion in December 2017. Not all items on the estimate were requested 
by the tenant, for example, the windows and doors were suggested by the Premises Committee to increase 
the light in the building and access to the view. The Pavilion does not have a private room to offer, as it is 
one large hall. The tenant has said he is committed to encouraging community use and groups and the 
space will be suitable for social groups who do not require privacy or confidentiality. 
The costs of refurbishment were not planned in the budget but have become necessary due to the 
repossession of the property, following the voluntary insolvency of LSSC Ltd. General reserves will 
therefore need to be used, in order to restore the community asset to a reasonable standard for use by the 
community and to maintain its value. 
The Parish Clerk has obtained advice from Milton Keynes Council (Community Solutions team) that if the 
property is still empty after 12 months, it will be in breach of the community asset transfer (CAT) contract 
and risk repossession. The negotiations were reviewed, and a personal guarantee should be provided by 
the tenant.  

             
            Resolved: 

a) To undertake the refurbishment of the Pavilion in Loughton using general reserves to 
include new windows and patio doors with security shutters, new ceiling, lighting, flooring, 
clearing of the debris, old cupboards, shelves and old fittings, stripping out old electrical 
works, stripping out the brewery equipment and making the walls good, stripping out the 
bar, kitchen and store room and to redecorate the main hall and lobby.  
 

b) To commission Aitchison and Raffety to seek a minimum of 3 quotes and to supervise the 
project at a fee of 10% of the cost of the works. They previously supervised the Pavilion 
re-roofing and were reliable, and the work should be undertaken without delay. 

 
c) To delegate to the Premises Committee the power to scrutinise and accept the detailed 

quotes, in line with the outlined suggested areas of work described in the estimate to the 
value of approximately £34,400+vat. 
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d) To continue to negotiate for a 10-year lease at £15k rent per year from the start of tenancy 

and bring any request for concessions to the full Council.  
 
FC193/19 Planning Application for the Pavilion, Loughton: The meeting noted that under the Financial 
Regulations (paragraphs 4.2, 4.6 & 6.20), in consultation with Councillors Todd and Boland, the Parish 
Clerk authorised spending of £251.00 for a planning application for the change of use from A4 (drinking 
establishment) to A3 (restaurants and cafes) for the Pavilion, and £21.60 for a location map. The application 
has been validated and is subject to consultation.  
 
FC194/19 Replacement dog waste bin: The meeting noted that under Financial Regulation 4.2 the Parish 
Clerk, in consultation with Councillors Boland and Todd, authorised spending of £190.00+VAT for an 
emergency repair to the dog bin on Chatsworth, Great Holm as part of the contract with Marcus Young 
Landscapes Ltd. The bin was damaged by a contractor working nearby who tried to fix it. However, due to 
rust and deterioration it was beyond repair and a new bin plus fixings were required. 
 
FC195/19 Recruitment costs: The cost of advertising in the Milton Keynes Citizen local newspaper for 
two vacancies was considered. The charge is £598.00+VAT for 2 vacancies advertised for 2 weeks in the 
paper and online.  
Resolved: To advertise the posts in the MK Citizen at £598.00+VAT and to delegate to the Parish Clerk 
to reduce the fee, if it is possible to advertise for only 1 week.  
 
FC196/19 Parish Clerk: The Parish Clerk’s report was considered, and she was commended for being 
proactive and busy. 
 
FC197/19 Reports from Members: Members attending external meetings gave reports as follows: 
 

(a) Loughton and Great Holm Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG): 6 members of NAG met on 
09/01/19 and had a talk from an officer from the Parks Trust on projects in the area and a seasonal 
lunch followed. Jan Lumsden is the newly elected Chair. The next meeting will be on 07/02/19 at 
Cavendish House at 7.00pm. 
 

(b) Ward Councillors for Milton Keynes Council (MKC): 
(i) Councillor Nolan reported that MKC is currently working on the budget, and she is involved in 
discussing proposed cuts in her cabinet portfolio area of Children and Families. Councillor Nolan 
recently met “Work Tree,” a charity who organise local volunteers to go into schools to give career 
talks and Q&A sessions to small groups about their jobs. Councillor Nolan attended a Christmas 
lunch at Petworth House who sent their regards to the Parish Council. 

                    
 (ii) Councillor Gilbert reported that he is working on the budget scrutiny committee at MKC. He 
has recently made enquiries about the enforcement of the Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ) scheme 
in Loughton and is awaiting a reply about improving the effectiveness of the scheme. Councillor 
Gilbert raised concern about a tent in Loughton Park, as has Councillor Todd, and has been told 
that the Homelessness Outreach team will be visiting the occupant in the next 2 days. The 
Environmental Services team will clean the area. He also reported that clear recycling sacks are 
on the agenda to be considered next week. 

 
(c) Councillors attending external meetings: 

Councillor Sargent reported that he attended a meeting of the Loughton Residents Association 
(LRA).  

 
     FC198/19 Items for the next agenda: None 
 

Date and time of Next Meeting: Monday 18/02/19 at 7.30pm at the Moot Hall, MacIntyre, 54 Haddon, 
Great Holm MK8 9HP 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.36pm 
 
 
 
Signed:                                                                                         Date: 


