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Minutes of the meeting of Loughton & Great Holm Parish Council held on Monday 15/04/19 at 7.30pm at the Moot 

Hall, MacIntyre, 54 Haddon, Great Holm MK8 9HP 
 
Councillors present: Councillors Todd (Chair), Nolan (Vice Chair), Dransfield, Howe, Ballantyne, Dyer, Boland and 
Jones (left early) 
Staff present: Bev Field (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the public present: 4 
 
FC237/19 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Sargent and Gray.  
 
FC238/19 Declarations of interest: Councillor Todd declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item FC242d/19 because 
the property belongs to him.  
Councillor Todd stated he would withdraw from the chair during item FC240/19 because he had made the original 
complaint. 
 
FC239/19 Public participation: 1 committee member spoke on behalf of 3 staff members present from the Great 
Holm Pre School (GHPS) about the level of rent. The manager of GHPS has resigned because they are not able to 
pay a fair salary and they are concerned that they will soon be out of business. Funding levels are frozen until 2020 
and staff pay has increased by 39 pence per hour from 01/04/19 as part of the national minimum wage. GHPS apply 
for grants, fundraise and ask for donations, have ongoing costs and would like to replace their sheds. They do not 
attract good job applicants and staff are overworked. They have additional needs children who need 1:1 care. They 
considered the cleaning standards at the Centre are poor, were told the rent would be a small increase and were told 
late of the new rent level. They could not get hold of anyone when the boiler broke.  They have 44 registered children 
with 47% coming from the Parish (maximum of 26 children per session). The pre-school rent at Two Mile Ash is similiar, 
which is a slightly larger premises but GHPS have substantially more storage and permanent office space. Could the 
rent be reconsidered? 
 
FC241/19 Call-in for Decision FSC55b/19:  This item was considered early on the agenda following the public 
participation time.  
 
The Clerk advised that the call-in was requested within the time limits under the Finance and Staffing Committee Terms 
of Reference item 18, but only the decision FSC55b/19 regarding the letter of response to a complaint was to be 
scrutinised. Councillor Nolan did not call-in decision FSC55a/19 which stated that the rent scheme was fair and realistic 
to sustain the future of the Community Centre.  
 
Councillor Nolan is supporting GHPS to apply for a MK50 fund from May 2019 and to investigate a Community 
Foundation grant. As the main tenant, a longer lead-in time for the rent is requested, not a permanent reduction, 
therefore the proposal is to request a different response to the letter of complaint.  The GHPS has run for a long time 
and should be encouraged. 
No new information about the accounts or any evidence has been submitted, despite this being requested. On 18/10/18 
the rent was assessed on information that the GHPS put forward, showing £35,000 in reserves and that the rent 
increase would be sustainable. GHPS agreed with the suggested rent and said that an increase was long overdue. 
The new GHPS rent equates to £8.77 per hour with many extras, compared to £10.00 per hour for all other groups. 9 
months’ notice of an increase was given to all groups and the actual amount of the rent has been known to GHPS 
since 18/10/19 (5+ months’ notice), with a letter of confirmation being sent on 08/01/19. The rent will only affect one 
term of their current financial (academic) year, so that it is implemented in stages as GHPS requested. GHPS also 
requested to pay in arrears (rather than in advance) which was agreed by the Parish Clerk in February. 
The Finance Committee aimed to balance the books and the rent does not cover the bills to run the Centre and includes 
other benefits like a permanent office, storage rooms and nappy waste collection. The committee deliberated carefully, 
and members have experience of working with schools and pre-schools. The Council wants GHPS to succeed and 
does not want the building standing empty, however, the precept should not be used/increased to subsidise one 
business and not others.  

 
The Parish Council has put in many improvements to the Centre including LST radiators, a new kitchen, refurbishment, 
responded promptly to all repair requests (the boiler was fixed within 3 hours) and awarded a grant of £500.00 plus 
free use of the Centre to GHPS to help stimulate business with an event. The grant has been declined. It is 
disappointing that the GHPS did not mention anything positive in their letter and their complaints are inaccurate.  
 
The financial strain has other causes including falling numbers of children in the age band across Milton Keynes. 
Previously, MK Council paid £8-10,000 per year to fund the Centre, which was withdrawn, and no grant was made to 
the Parish Council to refurbish the asset. Another pre-school was set up at Holmwood School, which also has low 
numbers. The Centre needs to be available for all parts of the community and a fair rent charged.  
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Proposed: Councillor Nolan, seconded by Councillor Ballantyne, proposed that the increase in rent from April 2019 
for Great Holm Pre School is reduced by 30% for six monthly payments (i.e. April, May, June, July, September & 
October 2019). A recorded vote was requested. 
 
For:       Councillors Ballantyne and Nolan 
Against: Councillors Dransfield, Todd, Howe, Boland 
Abstain: Councillors Jones and Dyer 
 
Motion not carried, resolution FSC55b/19 remains unchanged.  
 
Councillor Todd withdrew from the chair for item FC240/19. Councillor Nolan indicated she would not preside since 
part of the complaint related to comments made to her.  
 
The Clerk advised that under Standing Orders paragraph 3(p) if the Chair of the Council is absent, then the Vice-Chair 
of the Council should preside. If both are absent, then a Councillor as chosen by the Councillors present at the meeting 
shall preside. 
 
Councillor Jones nominated Councillor Boland and she was unanimously elected to preside. 
 
FC240/19 Code of Conduct: The recommendation from the Standards Sub-Committee of Milton Keynes Council that 
Councillor Dransfield be censured for breaching the “Loughton and Great Holm Parish Council Code of Conduct for 
Members and Co-Opted Members” paragraphs 2 and 6 was considered. 
 
The Clerk updated the meeting that the Monitoring Officer had advised that some of the sanctions have been 
addressed by publishing the decisions and minutes of the Sub-Committee, reporting them to Loughton and Great Holm 
Parish Council for information,  and asking the subject-member to apologise to the police officer, which he has done. 
Councillor Todd attended a training for Chairing Skills in May 2018 and this has been accepted as satisfying that part 
of sanction item 6. Some sanctions are not yet dealt with. The Parish Clerk has offered information regarding the re-
building of the relationship with the Police and the Parish Council, but nothing further is known on this item. Mediation 
is yet to be offered between the subject-member and Councillor Nolan. The Monitoring Officer has agreed to provide 
training on the Code of Conduct prior to the July full Council, for all members of the Parish Council. 
 
The Clerk advised the Council that the principle authority has the responsibility to investigate complaints about 
breaches to the Code of Conduct. It has recommended public censure for breaching the code of conduct; it is now for 
the Parish Council to consider that recommendation and form a resolution. 
 
The decision and recommendations made on 16/11/18 have not been put on the agenda until now, because the 
Monitoring Officer advised the Parish Clerk that this should be delayed until the appeal had been resolved.  
 
Councillors would have preferred to be informed by the Chair of the complaint and considerable dissatisfaction was 
expressed at the delay on reporting the findings and recommendations to the Parish Council. The Chair explained that 
on receipt of the complaint he was not the right person to deal with it, but properly passed it to the Standards Committee 
at MK Council. He noted that Councillor Dransfield did not dispute the facts but considered they did not amount to a 
breach. Councillor Dransfield’s comments were found by the Standards Sub-Committee to be disrespectful and in 
breach of the code, and not censuring would imply condoning a breach of the code.  
 
The Clerk confirmed that Standing Orders paragraph 14(d) states that upon notification from the principle authority that 
a Councillor has breached the Council’s Code of Conduct, the Council shall consider what, if any, action to take against 
him.  
 
A recorded vote was requested. 
 
For:        Councillors Ballantyne, Todd, Nolan and Boland 
Against: Councillors Jones, Dransfield and Howe 
Abstain: Councillor Dyer. 
Motion carried. 
 
Resolved: That Councillor Dransfield is publicly censured for breaching the “Loughton and Great Holm Parish Council 
Code of Conduct for Members and Co-Opted Members” paragraphs 2 and 6 in respect of the comments made to the 
Police Officer, which were disrespectful and brought the subject-member’s office and authority into disrepute.  
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Councillor Todd resumed the chair. 
 
FC242/19 Planning and licensing applications: Representations to be made to Milton Keynes Council on the 
following planning applications were considered: 
 

a) 40 Rushleys Close, Loughton MK5 8DH application 19/00752/FUL for a one-storey side extension and one-
storey rear extension  
Resolved: No objection 
 

b) 33 Greenhill Close, Loughton MK5 8DQ application 19/00807/FUL for a two-storey side and rear extension; 
and first floor front extension  
Resolved: No objection 
 

c) 9 Whitworth Lane, Loughton MK5 8EB application 19/00844/FUL for a single-storey rear internal courtyard 
extension. 
Resolved: No objection 

 
Councillor Todd declared an interest and withdrew from the chair for item FC242d/19. Councillor Nolan chaired.  

 
d) Church Farm, 18 Church Lane, Loughton MK5 8AS application 19/00125/TCA notification of intention to fell a pear 

tree located at the front right of the house, immediately outside the kitchen & lounge. 
Resolved: No objection 

 
Councillor Todd resumed the chair. 
 
FC243/19 Planning applications validated since publication of the agenda: None 
 
FC244/19 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 18/03/19 were approved and signed as an accurate record. 
 
FC245/19 Matters arising: Councillors Ballantyne and Nolan visited the owner of the Kam Tong restaurant. He said 
he will do his best to remove the debris and wishes to be a good neighbour. He had been contacted by someone 
asking for the larger logs and is waiting for a collection to be arranged.  
 
FC246/19 Committee minutes: The draft minutes from the meeting of the Premises Committee held on 01/04/18 
were received. 
Noted 
 
FC247/19 Parish Clerk: The report of the Parish Clerk was received, with the following items highlighted: 
 

• Obelisk - The contractor for re-pointing the obelisk is not communicating or undertaking the work, despite many 
reminders and was briefly suspended at Companies House in January. It was agreed the Clerk should write again 
with a deadline and then legal proceedings can be considered.  
 

• School Lane Landscaping - Serco have quoted £14,000 for the landscaping in School Lane because it will need 
a Highway Traffic Order and the road closing for 5 days. They suggested the option of an Overhanging Vegetation 
Order (OVO) to the owner. It was agreed the Clerk will explore the costs of this with Serco, since the sum quoted 
goes far beyond the brief.  

 

• Pavilion legal work - The contract for the Grumpy Cook is now ready to sign. The solicitor requested a land registry-
compliant floor plan and the surveyor has referred this to MK Surveys. The requirements of this plan were provided 
for Council and the cost is £550.00+VAT as part of the legal work. Councillor Howe was concerned about the 
terms of the contract regarding evening lettings and widening community access and use of the facility. The Clerk 
advised that the terms of the contract were agreed in a resolution in February, and the Clerk has implemented 
that decision.  

 

• Annual Parish Meeting – The Clerk was thanked for all the work and stress of arranging the community meeting. 
It was the best attended with 84 residents and the most positive in memory; a really good event. The Clerk’s family 
were thanked for stepping in at the last minute to help with the refreshments. It was noted that separating this 
community event from a meeting of the full Council made for a better and shorter evening.  

Noted 
 
FC248/19 Finance: The finance report was received, and it was noted that there has been significant expenditure this 
year due to the two premises. Earmarked reserves will be transferred, and the accruals will be done as part of the 
year-end work.  
Councillor Howe thanked Councillor Boland for her hard work in getting the Council’s finances in shape during her term 
of office. Councillors agreed she has been a breath of fresh air, an asset to the Parish Council and will be missed, and 
thanks were expressed from all members. 
Noted 



  

4 

 

 
 
 
FC249/19 Payments for authorisation: The payments to be made were authorised. 
 
FC250/19 Additional dog bins: A request from Sports Ground Services to site and service 2 dog bins around the 
perimeter fence of the sports pitches in Loughton was considered. Council should encourage responsible dog-walking 
and ask owners to clear up. However, there is a health risk and the team are being splattered with excrement when 
they strim the fence perimeter.  
 
Resolved: 
a) To commission 2 bins at a cost of £190.00+VAT each for installation, to be sited in agreement with Marcus Young 

Landscapes by the perimeter fence around the sports field; one near to Cavendish House and one near to The 
Green.  

b) To add the 2 bins to the emptying service at a cost of £2.50 per empty with an initial frequency decided in 
consultation with the contractor and Parish Clerk, depending on usage.  

   
FC251/19 Electrical work at Great Holm Community Centre: Quotes were considered to repair the wiring and 
replace parts for the light fittings in the kitchen and corridors. They were difficult to compare, and it would be useful to 
add an outside sensor light towards the car park. 
Agreed: to defer this item subject to further quotes. 
 
FC252/19 Annual subscription: The annual subscription for 2019/20 for the National Association of Local Councils 
(NALC) and the Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Association of Local Councils (B&MKALC) at £876.65 was 
approved. 
 
Resolved: To pay the annual subscription of £876.65 for NALC and B&MK ALC for 2019/20.  
 
FC253/19 Section 137 expenditure for 2019/20: The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government has 
confirmed that the appropriate sum for Parish Councils for s137 grants is £8.12 per elector for 2019/20. Currently, the 
Parish Council has allocated £2,000 in the budget for s137 grants and since the cap equates to £39,382 (4850 
electors), there are no concerns that this limit will be reached.  
Noted 
 
FC254/19 Section 137 grants update:  
a) Loughton Environment Group thanked the Parish Council for a grant in November 2018 with photos of the bulbs 

in bloom around the Parish. They thanked all those involved for helping to make Loughton a brighter, more 
cheerful place this Spring. 

b) Great Holm Pre School have declined the grant of £500.00 plus use of the Community Centre for a summer 
event, due to the resignation of their manager.  

 
FC255/19 Deliveries to McColl’s Shop, Great Holm: Consideration was given to writing to McColl’s head office to 
request that delivery lorries identify and follow a one- way route through Great Holm, to promote 
safety and minimise damage to the environment. Councillor Dyer has spoken to the shop manager who asks drivers 
not to reverse there but is told there are no road restrictions.  
 
Resolved: to write a strongly worded letter to McColl’s head office requesting that drivers are instructed to follow a 
one-way route into Great Holm, to promote safety and minimise damage to the environment.  
 
Councillor Jones left the meeting at 9.48pm. Councillor Dyer led the thanks for her work during her term of office as a 
Councillor, especially for her work on the Planning Committee.  

 
FC256/19 Interpretation board: An interpretation board for the conservation area in Loughton was considered. A map 
with properties identified on it might need each owner’s permission and encourage tourism. The aim is to increase 
awareness of the status of the conservation area, and many conservation areas do have this type of marker to explain 
the conservation area to residents and visitors. The damaged interpretation board on The Green was discussed and 
some investigation has been undertaken by Councillor Dransfield to find the original design. 
 
The Clerk advised that the damaged interpretation board on The Green, Loughton is identified in the business plan 
(special project item H) for investigation. However, this had no budget allocated to it and there is no further budget 
allowance for new boards in 2019/20.  
 
Resolved: Councillor Todd to investigate alternative options for a conservation area interpretation board and 
investigate the original artwork for the damaged board and bring the information back to Council for consideration.  
 
FC257/19 Speed restrictions: Information from Milton Keynes Council on reducing speed restrictions to 20mph was 
considered. There is conclusive evidence that reducing the speed of cars by 10mph significantly reduces the fatalities 
and serious injuries that an impact can cause. The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents supports this measure 
in residential areas. Oxley Park has implemented this, and an initial online straw-poll was suggested to test if there 
would be support, before a full consultation was undertaken. There are no statistics available to show if there are 
injuries within the Parish, and there are no major through-roads on which 30mph can realistically be achieved. A  
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request from the Parish Council will require evidence of collective support from a majority of residents, with a communal 
“pledge of support” to obey the 20mph speed limit. Speed reduction measures are often unpopular, and the scheme 
will be expensive and is paid for by MK Council. It is important to consult on the speed reducing measures as well as 
the speed limit, if they will be part of the scheme.  
 
The Clerk advised that there is no budget in 2019/20 for a Parish-wide consultation, but this item could be included in 
the business plan for 2020/21. 
 
An amendment was proposed by Councillor Dyer and seconded by Councillor Howe to undertake a full Parish-wide 
consultation, and not limit it to online responses:  
For: 3 
Against: 3 plus 1 casting vote 
Abstain:1 
Motion failed.  
 
Proposal: for Councillor Todd to undertake an electronic straw-poll to test if there is enough support for a 20mph speed 
limit across the Parish; then for the Parish Council to consider whether to proceed with a full consultation on the issue.  
For: 4 
Against: 3 
Motion carried 
 
Resolved: Councillor Todd to undertake an electronic straw-poll to test if there is enough support for a 20mph speed 
limit across the Parish, then for the Parish Council to consider whether to proceed with a full consultation on the issue. 
 
FC258/19 Crime statistics: The crime statistics report for March 2019 from Thames Valley Police was received. 
Officers did not attend the Council meeting because the recommendation from the Standards Sub-Committee of MK 
Council was under consideration (Item FC240/19). A police community forum was held on Saturday, but the Parish 
Council was only advised of this on Thursday. Councillor Nolan attended and concern was expressed at the increase 
in knife crime incidents in Shenley, and parking issues.  
 
FC259/19 Reports from members: Reports from members attending external meetings were deferred.  

 
FC260/19 Items for the next agenda: None 
 
Date and time of Next Meeting: Monday 13/05/19 at 7.30pm at the Community Centre, 87 Kensington Drive, Great 
Holm MK8 9AY 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:                                                                                             Date: 


