
Page 1 of 11 
 

Loughton & Great Holm Parish Council  
 

Parish Meeting  
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24th April 2017, 7:30pm at the All 
England Room, The National Badminton Centre, Bradwell Road, Loughton 
Lodge 
 
Present: Cllrs Peter Todd (Chair), Zoe Nolan (Vice-Chair), Peter Ballantyne, 
Sandra Boland, Andy Dransfield, Hilary Dyer, Thomas Gray, John Howe, Claire 
Jones 
 
Also present: Brian Barton (Parish Clerk) 
 
In attendance: Cllr Robin Bradburn (Chair of the Budget Scrutiny Committee – 
Milton Keynes Council), Cllr Liz Gifford (Cabinet Member responsible for Place – 
Milton Keynes Council), PCSO Christine Capstick (Thames Valley Police), Pamela 
Tarshish (Chair of the Loughton & Great Holm Neighbourhood Action Group), David 
Thom (Church Warden of All Saints Church, Loughton), Mr Rob Wills (Chair of the 
Loughton Residents Association).  
 
Also in attendance: Twenty five (25) members of the public.  
 
FC 203/17 Presentation by Cllr Liz Gifford Cabinet Member responsible for 
Place on Milton Keynes Council: 
The Chair welcomed everyone and informed the meeting that Mr Iain Stewart MP 
could not attend due to important Parliamentary business.  
 
The Chair introduced Cllr Liz Gifford Cabinet Member responsible for Place, who 
was in attendance in place of the Leader of the Council Cllr Peter Marland, who was 
also unable to attend due to being away on Council business.  
 
Cllr Gifford then made her presentation and covered the following topics and issues: 
 
The Milton Keynes Council Plan and its vision, and the sixteen (16) priorities: 
housing, adult social care, children, regeneration, partnerships, economy, mental 
health, homeless, education and skills, regional working, waste, highways, transport, 
European destination city, environment.     
 
The relationship between Milton Keynes Council and Parish Councils, the joint 
MKALC and Milton Keynes Council Conference held on March 25. 
 
A senior Milton Keynes Council officer is leading on developments from the Milton 
Keynes Council side; MKALC is leading on behalf of the Parish Councils. 
 
An action plan is emerging for discussion at the Parishes’ Forum on 15 June. 
 
Work is in hand on a possible framework for future service delivery including details 
of costs etc. 
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There is recognition of budget pressures, timescales, varying needs and capacities 
across Milton Keynes.  
 
An ongoing reduction in revenue support from government, increased demand, on 
council tax increases. 
 
There is a high percentage on care services. 
 
An ongoing need to find significant savings, meet growing demand and generate 
income. 
 
A consultation led to a change to the reduction in the level of new residents’ parking 
charge and more investment in homelessness services. 
 
A waste strategy, including charging for green waste, is the subject of a special 
council meeting. 
 
Looking forward, a budget will require ongoing reductions and new ways of working 
including partnerships. 
 
Taking forward the 2050 report: plans for a university, Central Milton Keynes 
improvements, a boost to economy through creative and cultural activity and 
educational attainment, Plan MK etc.  
 
It is important to Increase the profile of Milton Keynes in the region and the nation.  
 
The Chair thanked Cllr Gifford for her presentation, and asked if anyone had any 
questions.  
 
Questions from members of the public covered the Parishes forum, the residential 
parking permits scheme covering the Loughton area and the fee increase, that Milton 
Keynes Council is not addressing the parking issues affecting commuters using the 
station such as the various charges, the amount of spaces and where they are 
situated.  
 
Was the Parish Council consulted on the budget, and did the Parish Council ever 
discuss and make a submission to Milton Keynes Council? 
 
The Chair replied that he did not have an opportunity to attend any of the budget 
consultation meetings, the matter was discussed at a meeting of the Parish Council, 
there was no communication from Milton Keynes Council about the proposed 
charges, and will in future ensure that the Parish Council is more engaged in the 
consultation process.  
 
The Chair then introduced Cllr Robin Bradburn Chair of the Budget Scrutiny 
Committee. 
 
Cllr Bradburn said that it was staggering how much Milton Keynes Council has had 
to cut over the last five (5) years, and that the expectations from the public are very 
high. 



Page 3 of 11 
 

The Government is only allowing a 2% rise in spending for social care; Milton 
Keynes Council has to tackle the demand on mental health services, the lack of 
Council housing, looking after children in care, and adult social care. 
 
The good news is that the warden service covering sheltered housing schemes is 
remaining. 
 
The Liberal Democrat Group has a partnership agreement with the ruling Labour 
administration, and is not in a coalition with them. 
 
The Liberal Democrat Group disagrees with the rise in residential parking permits 
and the proposed green bin waste charge. 
 
The budget was amended for more resources to go into street cleansing and 
landscaping. 
 
The budget scrutiny committee meetings were open to members of the public to 
have their say but attendance was very low. 
 
The amount of homeless families in temporary accommodation is at present 738, 
some savings has been achieved by less use of bed and breakfast accommodation, 
some additional accommodation has been sourced in Luton but this has a knock 
effect with childrens education.  
 
Cllr Bradburn said that the proposed charge for the green bin waste removal was not 
scrutinised by his committee, but will now be considered at a special full council 
meeting.  
 
With a budget of £147 million and a 14% decrease which is £22million worth of cuts, 
and a 30% decrease since 2010, being a Councillor at the present time is not much 
fun. 
 
There has been a reduction of staff, the council has moved out of Saxon Court and 
all personnel will be hot desking at the Civic Offices. 
 
Cllr Bradburn also said that that there are still many challenges to come, he believed 
the fees from parking charges should cover the cost for residential parking permits. 
 
Cllr Bradburn hoped that his committee would look into the devolution of services to 
Town and Parish Councils. 
 
The Chair thanked Cllr Bradburn for his presentation and asked if anyone had any 
questions.  
 
Cllr John Howe asked if the Budget Scrutiny Committee would vote against the rise 
in the residential parking permit and the green bin waste removal charge, Cllr 
Bradburn replied that the residential parking permit fee has already been voted 
through at a meeting of the full council, and the matter of the green bin waste 
removal charge has been referred back to the cabinet. 
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A question was asked about the use of parking spaces at peak times, and the fact 
that there is often empty spaces, mainly due to the different tariffs which are very 
expensive, Cllr Gifford replied that this needs looking into. 
 
A resident asked if charges will rise in the future, another resident said she was not 
aware of any budget consultations taking place. 
 
Cllr Zoe Nolan replied that Milton Keynes Council does publicise the budget 
consultations on their website, and on social media, the Chair also replied that the 
Parish Council will try to publicise future budget consultation meetings so that 
residents are aware that they are taking place.    
 
A resident suggested that as applicants have to include their email addresses when 
applying for a parking permit, then that database should be used as a means of 
consulting residents, the resident also said that Milton Keynes Council could miss its 
recycling target and be fined; if the green bin waste remove charge is introduced. 
 
A question was raised about the details of the parking charges, Cllr Gifford replied 
that she would email the Parish Clerk with all the information that then can be 
passed onto residents.  
 
The Chair introduced Cllr Andy Dransfield who was speaking on behalf of the 
Conservative Group on Milton Keynes Council. 
 
Cllr Dransfield informed the meeting that Mr Iain Stewart MP had to be in London to 
conduct important business on behalf of the residents of Milton Keynes, and is 
therefore doing his job. 
 
Parking charges were originally introduced by Buckinghamshire County Council, with 
a condition that members of staff working in the shopping centre were not allowed to 
park until 9:30am, to ensure the public could easily visit the centre, then the charges 
were not high and was a revenue source to compliment the budget, not as a way to 
cover the budget deficit. 
 
Cllr Dransfield said that from 1997 onwards council tax has risen, the government is 
putting money back into Milton Keynes Council but it is being squandered, the 
Conservative Group has opposed the rise in parking charges, the revenue from 
parking fines should be used so that residents are not charged. 
 
The green waste bin removal charge has been called in and Cllr Dransfield said that 
he will move a vote of no confidence in the administration if the charges are not 
stopped. 
 
Milton Keynes Council has to collect food waste by law and has to provide caddies 
which will cost a lot of money. 
 
The previous Conservative administration provided more council housing and 
reduced the amount of people that were homeless.   
 
The Chair thanked Cllr Dransfield for his presentation.  
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Cllr Nolan said that it was not legally permissible to make a profit from the parking 
charges and fines that the council collects.  
NOTED 
 
FC 204/17 To receive reports from the following local community 
organisations: 
(a) Mrs Pamela Tarshish – Chair of the Loughton & Great Holm Neighbourhood 
Action Group 
 
Mrs Tarshish explained the purpose of the Loughton & Great Holm Neighbourhood 
Action Group and its remit. 
 
This year they joined Keep Britain Tidy’s ‘Great British Spring Clean’ when residents, 
volunteers from the Guiding and Scout groups, the PCSO team, with the support of 
SERCO, Ringway and Turners Nurseries, spent two (2) hours walking the Redways 
and open spaces around some of the Parish area, and collected over fifty (50) sacks 
of litter they also cleaned many of the street signs at the ends of roads, drives, 
closes and courts.  
 
The cup of coffee or hot chocolate at the end of each session was kindly donated by 
Costa Coffee. 
 
Last year the Loughton & Great Holm Neighbourhood Action Group launched a 
volunteer Local Litter Warden scheme.  Residents volunteered to keep a small part 
of the parish area litter free, the route of a regular walk, commute or dog walk for 
example or a part of a street. Residents are provided with litter pickers; sacks; 
gloves; branded hi-viz vests and of course Health & Safety training.  
 
The next ‘mega-pick’ will take place on Saturday 20th May all the details will be on 
Facebook and on the website. 
 
The Loughton & Great Holm Neighbourhood Action Group has planted flowers, 
shrubs and bulbs across the Parish area which has been made possible by a 
generous donation from Dobbies in Watling Street.   
 
A new herbaceous bed on Lakeside Green on Great Holm, and refurbishment of the 
planters outside Loughton First School are projects which were started last year, the 
Scouts and guides will be looking after the planters from now on, and will be 
providing funding to enable to maintain them. 
  
Last July saw the inaugural “Picnic on the Green’ held on Lakeside Green on Great 
Holm. This was a not only an opportunity for residents to meet and find out more 
about the organisations, agencies and groups that support the community but the 
“Loughton & Great Holm Great British Bake off’ competition generously sponsored 
by Sainsbury’s at Shenley Church End raised money for the MacIntyre charity trust. 
 
There were games for children, and prizes for the raffle which were generously 
donated from a range of local businesses.   
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The Loughton & Great holm Neighbourhood Action Group will be involved in this 
year’s Scarecrow trail and hope to have a small display of pictures of the Parish area 
as it was being developed.   
 
If you would like to join the Loughton & Great Holm Neighbourhood Action Group, or 
volunteer for the occasional litter pick, planting, sign cleaning or survey, you can 
contact them via the Parish Council  website (look for the Neighbourhood Action 
Group link) or visit the website: www.loughtonandgreatholmnag.org.uk  or follow 
them on Facebook. 
 
The Chair thanked Mrs Tarshish for her presentation. 
 
Cllr Claire Jones asked for it to be minuted that the Parish Council thanks the 
Loughton & Great Holm Neighbourhood Action Group for all their hard work in 
keeping the environment in such a good condition for the benefit of all residents to 
enjoy. 
 
(b) Hugh Parke Charity Trust 
 
The Chair asked Cllr Sandra Boland to make her presentation. 
 
Cllr Boland explained that the trust consists of seven (7) trustees, two (2) from the 
Parish Council herself and Cllr Dransfield, she said that she had replaced Cllr Hilary 
Dyer who had been a trustee for a number of years, three (3) from All Saints Church 
on Loughton and two (2) lay persons. 
 
The trust received its income from the rent charged to the farmers who worked the 
land owned by the Rector Mr Hugh Parke, which is now Winterhill, the Milton Keynes 
Development Corporation purchased the land from the trust, and the money from the 
sale was invested. 
 
The trust meets once a year, and distributes small grants to individuals and groups in 
need who can apply, the details of who to contact along with the criteria and deadline 
date for applications will be displayed in each of the Parish Council noticeboards 
later in the year. 
 
Cllr Dransfield informed the meeting that that there were two (2) other charities that 
have been dissolved one (1) for the education and training of young people in the 
Loughton area, and the other called the Loughton Faggot Trust this Charity derived 
from the time when parishioners had the right of cutting wood from the woods and 
commons of the Parish and provided fuel for poor people who applied. The only 
charity to have survived is the Hugh Parke Trust. 
 
The Chair thanked Cllr Boland for her presentation. 
NOTED 
 
FC 205/17 Chairman’s Report: 
The Chair informed the meeting that there are ten (10) Parish Councillors, five (5) 
representing the Loughton area and five (5) representing the Great Holm area. 
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The Chair circulated at the meeting a copy of the 2016/2017 accounts and the 
2017/2018 budget, and explained each of the budget headings, the amount of 
spend, income and reserves. 
 
The Parish Council has a Facebook and Twitter account, a mailing list which any 
resident can sign up to, and has notice boards throughout the Parish area. 
 
The Parish Council provides dog waste bins; open play sessions in partnership with 
the Milton Keynes Play Association in the Easter and summertime school holidays, 
recently for the first time in partnership with the MK Dons SET football coaching 
sessions were held which twenty four (24) children had attended. 
 
Each first Tuesday of the month a community drop in is held at the MacIntyre Centre 
Coffee Shop on Great Holm between 10:00am-12:00pm with free refreshments 
provided.  
 
The Parish Council has worked with Milton Keynes Council to improve the local play 
areas and by successfully obtaining grant funding from WREN, the Petworth Park 
Play area on Great Holm was refurbished with a Wind in the Willows theme. 
 
The Parish Council contributes to the upkeep of the Loughton Sports Ground, and 
will be replacing the roof on the pavilion building after it was discovered after a 
survey was undertaken and confirmed that it was in a bad state of repair.  
 
The Parish Council has in partnership with Milton Keynes Council paid for various 
landscaping improvement works throughout the Parish area, and has a budget to 
undertaken similar projects in the future.  
 
Due to the less is more project run by the Milton Keynes National Energy 
Foundation, encouraging residents in Loughton East to use less electricity during 
peak times during the day and by reducing electricity use generally, the Parish 
Council was awarded a grant which could be spent on an energy saving scheme, 
Loughton School applied to the Parish Council for the cost to purchase a climate and 
energy saving monitor, which also helps them to reduce their energy consumption.   
 
The Chair informed the meeting that the Parish Council has a Planning Committee 
which scrutinises all planning applications in the area, and makes submissions when 
necessary to Milton Keynes Council’s Development Control Directorate.  
 
The Parish Council has applied through the Milton Keynes Council’s Community 
Asset Transfer scheme to take on the freehold of the Great Holm Community Centre, 
and will be meeting soon with officers to progress the stage two (2) application 
process.    
 
There then followed questions, a couple of residents were concerned about the 
precept rise, the Chair replied that he was opposed and so where a couple of other 
Parish Councillors to the rise, but the majority of Councillors had voted for the 
increase. 
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Another resident asked about the budget heading for office premises, The Chair 
responded that the Parish Clerk worked from home and it is not an ideal situation, 
many other Parish and Town Councils have their own premises.  
NOTED 
 
FC 206/17 Members of the public and press are invited to attend and an 
opportunity will be given for parishioners to speak and ask questions during 
this public session: 
Members of the public were given an opportunity to ask any questions or to bring up 
any matters to bring to the attention of the Parish Council. 
 
There were no questions from members of the public. 
NOTED 
 
FC 207/17 Minutes of previous meetings: 
 
FC 161/16 To receive reports from the following local community 
organisations: 
(c) Mrs Pamela Tarshish – Chair of the Loughton & Great Holm Neighbourhood  
Action Group 
 
To delete “Lakeside” and amend to “Lakeview”  
 
To delete “Joan Francombe” and amend to “Jo Frankham”  
 
With those amendments the Chair signed the minutes as a true and correct record of 
the Parish Meeting held on Monday 18th April 2016. 
AGREED 
 
The Chair thanked the members of the public for their attendance and for their 
contributions. 
 

THE CHAIRMAN CLOSED THE PARISH MEETING AT 9:49PM 
 

Ordinary Meeting  
 
Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Monday 24th April 2017, 10:00pm at 
the All England Room, The National Badminton Centre, Bradwell Road, 
Loughton Lodge 
 
Present: Cllrs Peter Todd (Chair), Zoe Nolan (Vice-Chair), Peter Ballantyne, 
Sandra Boland, Andy Dransfield, Hilary Dyer, Thomas Gray, John Howe, Claire 
Jones 
 
Also present: Brian Barton (Parish Clerk) 
 
In attendance: David Thom (Churchwarden of All Saints Church, Loughton)  
 
Also in attendance: Two (2) members of the public.  
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FC 208/17 Apologies: 
Received from Cllr Andy Sargent 
NOTED 
 
FC 209/17 Declarations of interest: 
Cllr Andy Dransfield declared a personal interest in agenda item FC 205/17 
Chairman’s Report as he is a trustee at the MK Dons SET.  
 
The Parish Council had booked and paid for the MK Dons SET to run football 
coaching sessions at the Loughton Sports Ground during the Easter school holidays, 
which the Chairman highlighted in his report.   
 
Cllrs Hilary Dyer, Thomas Gray and Peter Todd declared a personal interest in 
agenda item FC 217/17 Grant aid application, as they are all members of All Saints 
Church, Loughton. 
NOTED 
 
FC 210/17 Minutes of previous meetings: 
To receive and approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 
Monday 20th March 2017. 
RESOLVED 
To defer this agenda item to the next Parish Council meeting.    
 
FC 211/17 Matters arising from the previous minutes not on the agenda:  
There were no matters arising. 
NOTED 
 
FC 212/17 Questions from Members of the Public: 
There were no questions from members of the public.  
NOTED  
 
FC 213/17 To receive the crime statistics report and figures for March 2017 
from Thames Valley Police: 
RESOLVED 
To defer this agenda item to the next Parish Council meeting.  
 
FC 214/17 Finance report: 
RESOLVED 
To defer this agenda item to the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
FC 215/17 To agree to the expenditure of £150 as requested by the Loughton & 
Great Holm Neighbourhood Action Group, from their grant provided by the 
Parish Council, to be spent on the purchase of plants and compost for the ten 
(10) planters outside Loughton School: 
RESOLVED 
To defer this agenda item to the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
FC 216/17 To agree the expenditure of £250 for the replacement missing fence 
panel, near to the steep bank at the Loughton Brook, and next to the sharp 
bend on the public footpath, from Leys Road to Whitworth Lane, Loughton:  
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RESOLVED 
To defer this agenda item to the next Parish Council meeting.  
 
FC 217/17 Grant aid application: 
Cllrs Hilary Dyer, Thomas Gray and Peter Todd declared a personal interest in this 
agenda item, as they are all members of All Saints Church, Loughton. 
 
All Saints Church, Loughton submitted a grant aid application requesting £500 
towards the cost of a roof alarm. 
 
Cllr Peter Todd proposed and Cllr Sandra Boland seconded that a grant of £500 
towards the cost of a roof alarm at All Saints Church, Loughton is awarded. 
 
Cllr Dransfield asked for a recorded vote which was as follows: 
 
For: Cllrs Ballantyne, Boland, Gray, Jones, Nolan, Todd (6) 
 
Against: Cllrs Dransfield and Howe (2) 
 
Abstention: Cllr Dyer (1) 
 
The motion was carried. 
RESOLVED 
To award a grant of £500 to All Saints Church, Loughton, towards the cost of a 
roof alarm. 
 
FC 218/17 To consider whether to apply for the Milton Keynes Council 
2017/2018 grants programme: 
RESOLVED 
To defer this agenda item to the next Parish Council meeting 
 
FC 219/17 Ward matters:  
To discuss the issue of parking outside the Fountain Public House, London Road, 
Loughton, and an update on their planning application – Cllr John Howe 
RESOLVED 
To defer this agenda item to the next Parish Council meeting 
 
FC 220/17 To note the update list of projects and other work:     
RESOLVED 
To defer this agenda item to the next Parish Council meeting 
 
FC 221/17 Cheques for Payment: 
All cheques as presented for payment were  
AGREED  
 
Application no: 17/00897/FUL Proposal: Part Single Part First Floor Side 
Extension At: 27, Bradwell Road, Loughton, Milton Keynes, MK5 8AP: 
The Chair informed the meeting that due to the expiry date for the following day to 
make a submission, it was not possible for the Planning Committee to discuss this 
application. 
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The Chair said that he had circulated a draft letter to all Parish Councillors. 
 
A resident living on Lucy Lane, Loughton said that she objects to this planning 
application as it is inappropriate as the extension will be seen from Bradwell Road 
where she resides.  
 
The Chair moved that Loughton & Great Holm Parish Council objects to this planning 
application on the grounds of over development as the proposed extension will 
overshadow a neighbouring property on Lucy Lane, Loughton. 
 
The motion was put to the vote which was as follows: 
 
For: Three (3) Against: Three (3) Abstentions: Three (3)  
 
On the Chairman’s casting vote the motion was carried. 
RESOLVED 

1. That Loughton & Great Holm Parish Council objects to planning 
application 17/00897/FUL 27, Bradwell Road, Loughton, Milton Keynes, 
MK5 8AP, on the grounds of over development as the proposed 
extension will overshadow a neighbouring property on Lucy Lane, 
Loughton. 

2. That the Parish Clerk to send the submission to the Development 
Control Directorate within the expiry date.  

 
FC 222/17 Date and time of Next Meeting: 
Annual Meeting Monday 15th May 2017, at Holmwood School, Kensington Drive, 
Great Holm, Milton Keynes 
 

THE CHAIRMAN CLOSED THE MEETING AT 10:31PM 
 
 

Signed _________________________ Chair Date _______________________        
 
   
 
          
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
   


