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Introduction 

This is my second annual report on the activities of the Parish Council. In this report I shall 

summarise the activities of the Parish Council during the year, its finances and staffing. The 

financial year of the Parish Council runs from the 1st April to 31st March each year. This 

report covers the period from 1st April 2012 ending on 31st March 2013.This report will be 

published on the website of the Parish Council.  

Meetings, membership and attendance 

Loughton Parish Council has 10 members; 5 for the ward of Loughton and 5 for the ward of 

Great Holm. The full parish council met 13 times in the year (twice in April and March but not 

in August). Members of the Parish Council (unlike MK Council ward Councillors) receive no 

allowances and are therefore entirely unpaid volunteers. 

Joyce Ballantyne and Dennis Blackburn (both of Great Holm ward) resigned during the year. 

Ray Harrison was elected and Barry Barrington co-opted to fill the vacancies they 

respectively created. I would like to thank them again on behalf of the community for their 

valuable voluntary service over many years – in Dennis’ case more than 20 years.  

The table below summarises the attendance by members of the Council in the year.  

(Key : P=Present, A = Absent, L= arrived late, E = left early) 

 

Major issues and projects 

At the beginning of the year we met PC Albert Bernard who is our neighbourhood police 

officer. During the year we had regular attendance from PC Bernard or his colleagues to 

report on local crime. There were a large number of thefts from vehicles during the year, 

especially in Loughton. Generally however the level of crime in the Parish was low and 

serious incidents were few and far between. 

In April 2012 we received a presentation from the MacIntyre Centre about their major re-

development plans. Comments were made on the planning application which was approved 

and the works are now underway. 

We worked throughout the year on the project to establish an extension to the graveyard at 

All Saints Church in Loughton. This culminated in a management agreement entered into 

Attendance  Apr 
10

th
 

Apr 
16th 

May 
21

st
 

June 
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th
 

July 
16

th
 

Sept 
17th 

Oct 
1
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Nov 
19

th
 

Dec 
17th 

Jan 
21

st
 

Feb 
18

th
 

Mar 
4

th
 

Mar 
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th
 

% 

Peter Ballantyne P P P P P P P P P P P P P 100 

Dennis Blackburn P P P P P         100 

Hilary Dyer P P P P P P P P P P P P P 100 

Peter Todd P P P P P P P P P P P P P 100 

Barry Barrington        P P P E P E 89 

Simon Kirkman P A P P P P P P P P P P A 85 

Andy Sargent A A P P P A P A P P P P P 69 

Joyce Ballantyne P P P A A         60 

Ray Harrison       A P P P A P A 57 

Andy Dransfield A P P A A E A L&E A A E P E 41 

Andy Lovett A P A P P A A A P A P A A 38 

Don Hoyle A L P L A A A L&E A P E A L&E 36 
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between the Parish Council and All Saints Church in which the land was dedicated by the 

Parish Council in perpetuity as a graveyard. The Church have carried out works to establish 

the graveyard with a grant from the Parish Council and the project to establish the graveyard 

extension is now almost complete. 

We decided to hold an event in the parish to celebrate the diamond jubilee of the Queen. It 

was generally agreed that this was such a special event that should not be allowed to pass 

without an event to mark it. The event took place in June 2012 at the Loughton Sports 

Ground and Loughton Sports and Social Club. Unfortunately the weather was poor – it was 

cold, windy and raining continuously. Despite these challenges it was generally agreed that 

the event was a success and had been enjoyed by all. 

During the year legislative changes required the Parish Council to adopt a new code of 

conduct for councillors. We had attendance from Phil McCourt from MK Council to explain 

this. We adopted the MK Council model code of conduct for Councillors and this is published 

on the Parish Council website. 

We also adopted a new Equality Policy to comply with our duties under the Equality Act 

2010. This requires us to consider whether we provide equality of access to the services we 

provide. At present the Parish Council owns no premises so no issues arise as to access to 

premises. Currently we meet either at Loughton Memorial Hall or Great Holm Community 

Centre and both these premises have disabled access facilities and disabled toilet facilities. 

Some new initiatives we have taken – e.g. to publish and deliver a newsletter and to provide 

children’s play sessions in the parish – help to build a sense of community and belonging. 

We made a small grant to support the first ever MK Pride event. There is more we can do to 

help build a cohesive society and healthy democracy in the coming year. 

We have commissioned a review of the Conservation Area in Loughton. This is the first time 

a review has been carried out since the Conservation Area was established. We have been 

greatly assisted by Peter Howard in this project and are grateful to MK Council and the 

Parks Trust and others for their assistance with the review. The public consultation stage of 

this will happen shortly. 

In September 2012 we decided we needed to increase the Parish Clerk’s contracted hours 

from 6 per week to 28 per week. We had previously increased the hours from 5 hrs to 6 hrs 

but had found that this was not nearly a large enough increase. Our Clerk employed at that 

time was not able however to commit to the extra hours so it became necessary to make her 

redundant and to carry out a recruitment exercise. That was successful and our new Clerk’s 

employment commenced on 2nd January 2013. 

We worked throughout the year on a project to renew the children’s play area at the 

Loughton sports ground which has become badly dilapidated. A large grant was successfully 

obtained from WREN. This has enabled us to tender for the renewal project and a contract 

has now been placed with the Children’s Playground Company Limited to carry out the 

works. This new play area should be open before the end of the summer holidays in 2013. 

MK Council has placed the Loughton Sports Ground & the Sports & Social Club premises 

into its Community Asset transfer programme. During the year we successfully bid for this 

asset and are now on the cusp of implementing the necessary legal transfer to become the 

freehold owner of the premises – including the ground, car park and club premises. 
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In October 2012 we published our first newsletter – 3 double-sided pages of A3 folded into 

12 pages of A4. 2,500 copies were delivered to every home in the Parish, and a further 

1,000 copies were made available in public locations. The cost was about 50% funded by 

sale of advertising. This was professionally designed, printed and delivered. 

In April 2013 (after the end of the 2012-13 year) we published the second edition of the 

newsletter which had the same number produced and delivered. This had 16 pages and 

more advertising was sold and again about 50% of the cost was covered by advertising. The 

publishing of these newsletters has had a very good response from the community. The 

awareness of the work of the Parish Council has risen significantly as a result. The cost 

incurred has been considered proportionate. This is an initiative we should continue and 

develop. Turnout in local elections in our area has been poor and initiatives such as a 

newsletter help to make people aware of what is going on in the local area and what the 

local issues are so they can play a part in local democracy. 

In January we started using Mailchimp – email software to communicate with local residents 

by email. We now have 169 subscribers to this. Currently monthly news updates are sent, 

and have resulted in favourable responses. The cost of this has been free – so it is really 

excellent means of communicating with local residents. It is particularly effective when used 

to send hyperlinks to online polls using survey monkey. This enables us to get rapid 

feedback on ideas and to get residents’ views on issues. We have used it to survey what 

residents think about the work the Parish Council is doing. We have used it to consult on 

issues residents want us to address – as well as asking about specific issues such as the 

Badminton England planning application or the proposal to change the name of the Parish 

Council. Mailchimp can also provide hyperlinks to the Parish website so as to increase the 

amount of traffic to the site.  

During the year I have regularly reviewed the traffic to the parish website and seen it 

increase significantly since the new site has been launched. The site is now well indexed by 

google. I have tried to publish all relevant information and documents on the site so I do not 

need to retain paper copies of documents. This promotes public transparency as well as 

being efficient in sharing and retaining information. I am very grateful to Mike Jones for 

continuing to be a volunteer in supporting the parish website – without him, it would be much 

more difficult and expensive. 

We also adopted a new logo which was updated due to (1) the old logo containing the old 

internet domain and (2) the old logo containing an out of date description of the areas 

contained in the parish.  

The internet domain of the Parish was changed from www.loughtonpc.org.uk to 

www.loughtonmk-pc.gov.uk The use of the .gov domain was considered more appropriate 

for a tier of local government than .org 

We also published a precept leaflet to be delivered by post to all households with the Council 

tax bills to explain the work of the Parish Council and its finances. 

During the year we worked with MK Council to resolve the issues which had arisen over their 

attempts to expand the Loughton Compulsory Parking Zone. This resulted in a consultation 

with residents which was successful in establishing the expansion which had been 

embarked upon was unnecessary. Changes were made to the extent of the area after 

http://www.loughtonpc.org.uk/
http://www.loughtonmk-pc.gov.uk/


5 
 

feedback from residents and signs were then changed. This was a good example of the 

benefits for policy making which can be gained from consultation with residents. 

There was a large scale planning application in the Parish during the year – by Badminton 

England for permission to build 104 new homes in Loughton Lodge. This was a highly 

controversial application. The Parish Council held 2 special public meetings dedicated to this 

topic – and both were well attended by residents. We delivered a leaflet to all homes in the 

Parish about the plans and 165 residents made formal objections to the application. We 

conducted an online poll on our website which found that an overwhelming majority of 

residents opposed the application. 2 Parish Councillors supported the plans but the majority 

opposed them, or at least without some changes. However MK Council’s Development 

Control Committee unanimously approved the application. It was considered it was in the 

interests of Milton Keynes as a whole, if not Loughton Parish. The fact that we were not 

listened to was disappointing, although not surprising. 

During the year we also dealt with an application by Loughton Manor First School to expand. 

This included an application for planning permission to build a new building. We met with the 

Head and Chair of Governors. We held a public meeting at which some parents of the 

school attended. We made representations on the expansion issue. MK Council made a 

decision to expand and we decided not to object to the planning application. 

We established a grants programme – albeit with a small budget of £2,000 per annum during 

the year. We now have guidance for the programme and an application form. A number of 

applications were made – some were allowed and some were refused. This programme has 

benefitted local groups and organisations which work in our local community – such as the 

Scouts, Girl Guides, Sea Cadets etc. I was pleased we made a small grant to MK Pride to 

support their first ever MK Pride event. 

We reviewed and adopted a new set of allotment rules during the year – with considerable 

input from and consultation with the allotment holders. This should enable us to more 

effectively manage the allotments. I am grateful to Ken Vaughan for continuing to act as our 

site representative and managing the site for us. 

We also adopted a new Health and Safety policy – this was required by MK Council as part 

of the asset transfer programme. I personally conducted a workstation assessment for our 

new Parish Clerk also. 

We reviewed and adopted revised standing orders – the first time this has been done in 

many years. 

We established a working party to work on a Community Emergency plan. Some excellent 

work has been done on this. The work was led by Cllr Kirkman and I hope that despite his 

resignation the work will continue. 

Committee of the full council for planning and staff & finance were established although 

neither of these have met as yet. 

We worked throughout the year closely with the NAG. In particular we made grants to fund 

cost of bulb and shrub planting in Great Holm, and to renovate the planters outside Loughton 
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School. I am grateful to Cllr Ballantyne and his colleagues for their cooperation with us on 

these matters and for the hard work they put in to making this a success. 

We agreed with MK Council to fund some seed planting in the Millennium Meadow. This 

area has become rather dreary and unloved in recent years. The planting was carried out by 

the “eco-warriors” from Loughton School in early April 2013. I look forward to seeing the 

Millennium Meadow full of flowers during the summer months. The path through the flowers 

will, I hope, make it a lovely place to visit. We have also decided to fund some planting of 

fruit trees in the Millennium Meadow also. 

One area which has not proceeded as fast as I would have liked is the Neighbourhood 

Development Plan. The committee met in December and decided on a number of changes 

and on a consultation. Unfortunately it has not been possible to proceed as I would have 

liked. However, I will now devote more focus on this issue. The Badminton Centre planning 

application illustrates that local residents want more of a say in shaping development 

decisions and this might be one possible way to influence this. 

We made numerous comments on planning applications within the parish throughout the 

year, in addition to the major ones mentioned above. Every planning application submitted 

within the parish is now considered at a meeting of the full Council. 

We have consulted on whether to change the name of the parish council to Loughton & 

Great Holm Parish Council to more closely reflect the residential areas we serve. This is an 

issue which is now pending for decision. 

We have continued to provide a dog hygiene bin service throughout the parish as well as 

some litter bins. We have maintained our existing parish notice boards and installed a new 

one in Great Holm. This helps to disseminate information throughout the community. 

Overall we have been highly active this year and have achieved a great deal. 

Finance and staff 

The annual precept was £35,276 in 2012/13. 

For the financial statements of the Parish Council please refer to the internally audited 

accounts which will be published on the Parish Council website under “Accounts”.  

As mentioned above, during the year we made one Parish Clerk redundant with effect from 

31st January 2013 and appointed another Parish Clerk with effect from 2nd January 2013. 

Our new clerk is 28 hours per week which is 0.75 FTE. 

Conclusion 

It has been a pleasure to chair the Parish Council during 2012/13 

I am proud of many of our new communication initiatives – such as the newsletters, email 

updates, the website. I think we are now engaging with the local community much more 

effectively than in the past. This is likely to promote engagement with local democracy. 

We have worked to improve our local area in a number of ways – whether it is in the 

graveyard, children’s play areas, bulb planting, etc.  
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We also monitor criminal activity in our area and scrutinise all planning applications. 

We have held community events such as the Jubilee celebration and children’s play 

sessions, which promote a sense of community.  

We publish agenda and minutes of all our meetings and publish our accounts and budgets. 

The precept for our area is one of the lowest in Milton Keynes. 

Parish Councillors receive no allowance and are all unpaid volunteers. I am grateful to my 

colleagues and to our Parish Clerks for their contribution to making Loughton Parish Council 

a success for another year 

 

Peter Todd 

Chairman 

11th May 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 


