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Loughton & Great Holm Parish Council  
 

Full Council Report 
 

Agenda Item: FC 117/15 
 
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT: 
 
To receive a report from the Parish Clerk on recent issues relating to the Parish 
allotments. 
 
MAIN CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
The waiting list at present for the Greenhill Close allotment site on Loughton is 
twenty six (26), with the longest waiting since March 2012 and the most recent being 
June 2014, there are currently two (2) plots vacant with possibly a third one 
depending on whether the present tenant gets their plot up to a better standard, the 
Parish Clerk has recently sent out a warning letter. 
 
The Site Agent Mr Ken Vaughan has applicant on the list since been approached by 
some existing tenants who wish to take on additional plots, and Members need to 
consider whether those on the waiting list should have first priority, or consider 
tenants that have already got a good track record to take on additional plots as they 
become vacant.    
 
The Parish Clerk works very closely with the Site Agent and had undertaken a site 
visit with him on Wednesday 17th September 2014, where each plot was audited 
and comments were written down and a follow up site visit took place on Tuesday 
11th November 2014 to check if any improvements had been made on the plots 
which were causing concern, that has resulted in three (3) warning letters to tenants 
to improve the condition of their plot, and two (2) of those tenants terminated their 
tenancy, the site is generally in a very good condition and any issues or requests for 
maintenance work is notified by the Site Agent to the Parish Clerk.  
 
There is an ongoing problem with several trees just beyond the boundary of the site 
which are causing significant shading problems for adjacent plots. The land where 
the trees are located (between the western boundary and Watling Street) is the 
responsibility of Milton Keynes Council. This was acknowledged by Mr Barnes earlier 
this year. The Site Agent asked that the trees could be removed to allow sufficient 
light for those plots affected to grow acceptable crops. 
 
Milton Keynes Council’s response was that the trees offer benefits to the community 
and visitors to Milton Keynes as part of the grid road corridor planting as well as 
other tangible benefits including air quality and biodiversity opportunities. However 
Milton Keynes Council had no objection in pruning the trees back to the boundary of 
the allotment. Milton Keynes Council further replied that the removal of these trees 
would significantly benefit the allotment in comparison to the amenity value which 
they already provide the community this matter is still ongoing, and is being pursued 
with Andy Hudson Head of Environmental Services at Milton Keynes Council.   
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
There are nine (9) tenants out of fourty (40) plots still to pay their rent, although on 
past experience although there are a few late payers, so far a total of £437 has been 
received with £103.5p outstanding since the rent notices were issued in October 
2014 by the Site Agent. All tenants do pay their rent, and there has not been an 
issue with non-payment, however further payments could have been made since the 
New Year but have yet to show up on the Bank Statements.   
 
ANY OTHER CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
The second allotment site on Pitcher Lane, Loughton it has become apparent that 
the present tenant has been subletting the site, it was stipulated to him that it was felt 
that it was inappropriate to re sublet the site again when other plot holders leave. 
 
The Parish Clerk late last year inspected the site, and felt that it had been 
maintained to a high standard. 
 
The rent has been paid by the Tenant.  
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS:  
 
List of the Greenhill Close, Loughton Allotment Site Tenants. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. To note the report 
2. To consider in light of the waiting list whether to allow some existing 

tenants who wish to take on additional plots, or whether those on the 
waiting list should have first priority.     

 
Author of the report: 
Brian Barton  
Parish Clerk to Loughton & Great Holm Parish Council  


