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Loughton & Great Holm Parish Council  

Questions 

Planning Training Session held on Wednesday 19th March 2014 Room 3, Civic Offices with  

Jeremy Lee Planning Officer – Milton Keynes Council 

1. What are the main criteria when considering a planning application? Is there any 
literature available to us which explains what valid objections we can submit for a 
planning application? 

 
E.g. what is the minimum car parking spaces that must be provided?   
What negative effects on neighbouring properties will be considered?  
How large is an extension to an existing house allowed to be. 
 
Broad Headings 
 
Overshadowing of neighbours 
Overlooking of neighbours 
Impact on the appearance of the property 
Impact upon the appearance of the area 
Noise/disturbance – impact on neighbours 
Car Parking 
Traffic generation – difficult to argue if Highways satisfied 
Flooding – difficult to argue if Environment Agency/Drainage Board satisfied 
 
Parking Standards on the Council Web Site:  
 
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/streets-transport-and-parking/parking/parking-standards  
 
There is no set limit on the size of extensions. 

 
2. What is the Milton Keynes Council policy for the requirement of vehicle onsite 

parking spaces to potential house occupancy numbers (number of bedrooms)?  
 
Varies, dependant on location. See Parking Standards above. 

  
What is Milton Keynes Council policy for HIMO conversion of established private 
dwellings in residential areas?  
 
This is set out in the HiMO SPD:  
 
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/houses-in-multiple-
occupation  
 
It looks at a variety of issues including parking and concentration of HiMOs/flats. 

 
3. How do we obtain a copy of the adopted Milton Keynes Local Plan 2001- 2011? The 

policies in sections D1 & D2 are quoted quite often for grounds to refuse an 
application and it would be useful to have a copy of this document for reference. Or 
is there a new policy document covering 2012 – 2022.  
 

http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/streets-transport-and-parking/parking/parking-standards
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/houses-in-multiple-occupation
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/houses-in-multiple-occupation
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Loughton and Great Holm Parish Council would have been sent copies when plan originally 
Adopted, but you can also view on the Council’s web site: 
 
The full plan:  
 
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan 
 
The policies that are still relevant:  
 
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-saved-
policies 
 
A new Local Plan is currently in production, but there is still some time before it will be 
ready for Adoption. Until the new Local Plan is adopted the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) is an important policy consideration:  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/211695
0.pdf 

 
4. What is the legal interpretation of the 'Right to Light' regulation? If, in fact, it still 

exists. 
 
It is not a material planning consideration. 

 
5. How aggressively is the original 'Green Spaces' policy for Milton Keynes enforced? 

 
Only current policy is relevant. 

 
6. What is the Milton Keynes Council attitude to wild life corridors and the protection of 

the nature habit? On a scale of 1 to 10 where does it sit in the list of priorities when 
considering a planning application? An example would be the recent proposal to 
develop the National Badminton Centre (13/02275/PRELAR) and the adjoining land 
opposite Lodge Lake, Loughton. Where it emerged nearly the whole site was in a 
designated wildlife corridor for the A5 trunk road and other surrounding roads but 
over the years had been ignored. 
 
It is a question of weighing up all the relevant policies. Which have the greatest priority will 
vary depending on the site and the situation at the time. Obviously in recent times, the 
objective to get economic regeneration has had a high priority. 

 
7. Why is there a delay in publishing the outcome of a planning application on the 

Milton Keynes Council planning portal when the determination date is past? 
Sometimes by several months. The Stratfield Park Leisure Centre (13/02030/FUL) 
development is one example. This was decided at the Development Control 
Committee meeting held on 05/12/13. 
 
Decisions are not always issued before the target determination date. Negotiations on 
important issues can take us past that target. When DCC make a resolution on an 
application that is not the decision. The decision is when the decision notice is posted. That 
is often several days after the DCC meeting, but in cases where a Section 106 agreement 
is required (such as at Stratfield Park) that can be several months later. 

 

http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-saved-policies
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-saved-policies
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
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8. Can we have a list explaining all of the acronyms associated to planning applications 
such as PRELAR, OUT so we can identify which are which? Some are obvious but 
some are not. 
 
See attached list at the end. 

 
9. What is the criterion for public notification of planning applications e.g. posting of a 

notice near the site and which nearby residents are informed in writing? 
 
The criteria is set out in the Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) 
Order 1995 (as amended). This states:  
 
(1)  An application for planning permission shall be publicised by the local planning authority 
to which the application is made in the manner prescribed by this article. 
 
(2) In the case of an application for planning permission for development which- 
 
(a) is an EIA application accompanied by an environmental statement; 
 
(b) does not accord with the provisions of the development plan in force in the area in 
which the land to which the application relates is situated; or 
 
(c) would affect a right of way to which Part III of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

(public rights of way) applies, the application shall be publicised in the manner specified in 
paragraph (3). 
 
(3) An application falling within paragraph (2) (“a paragraph (2) application”) shall be 
publicised by giving requisite notice- 
 
(a) by site display in at least one place on or near the land to which the application relates 
for not less than 21 days, and 
 
(b) by local advertisement. 
 
(4) In the case of an application for planning permission which is not a paragraph (2) 
application, if the development proposed is major development the application shall be 
publicised by giving requisite notice- 
 
(a) 
(i) by site display in at least one place on or near the land to which the application 
relates for not less than 21 days, or 
 
(ii) by serving the notice on any adjoining owner or occupier, 
 

And 
 
(b) by local advertisement. 
 
(5) In a case to which neither paragraph (2) nor paragraph (4) applies, the application shall 
be publicised by giving requisite notice- 
 
(a) by site display in at least one place on or near the land to which the application relates 
for not less than 21 days, or 
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(b) by serving the notice on any adjoining owner or occupier. 
 
(6) Where the notice is, without any fault or intention of the local planning authority, 
removed, obscured or defaced before the period of 21 days referred to in paragraph (3)(a), 
(4)(a)(i) or (5)(a) has elapsed, the authority shall be treated as having complied with the 
requirements of the relevant paragraph if they have taken reasonable steps for protection of 
the notice and, if need be, its replacement. 
 
Generally we place a Site notice, write to the occupiers most effected by the development 
and, where necessary, a press advert. 

 
10. What is the criterion for referring a planning application to the Development Control 

Committee? 
 
The Committee has delegated powers to officers to make decisions on applications 
providing: 

1. The decision is in accordance with planning policy 
2. The decision would not be contrary to the views of the Local 

Parish/Town Council 
3. The proposal would not be contrary to the views of Local Ward 

Members 
4. A Local Ward Member has not asked for the application to go to 

Committee 
5. The application is not ‘controversial’.  

 
If an application needs to go to Committee, Major applications go to DCC and Minor or Other 
applications go to DC Panel (although some Minor and Other application do on occasion go to 
DCC if they are particularly contentious). 
 

 
Author: Jeremy Lee – Planning Officer Milton Keynes Council  
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Planning Acronyms 

 

ADV Advert LBC Listed Building 
Consent 

AFF Affordable Housing Agreement 
Amendment 

MIN Minerals Application 

ANOT Agricultural Notification MKCOD3 Council’s Own 
Development 

CLUE Certificate of Lawful Use 
(Existing) 

MKTN Council’s Own 
Telecoms 
Development 

CLUP Certificate of Lawful Use 
(Proposed) 

MMAM Minor Material 
Amendment 

CNOT Circular 18/84 or 14/90 
Notification (Govt Dept) 

NMA Non Material 
Amendment 

CON Conservation Area Consent 
(obsolete) 

OUT Outline 

CONS Consultation from Adjoining 
Authority 

OUTEIS Outline Environmental 
Impact Statement 

DEMNOT Demolition Notification PREFRE Free Pre app 

DISCON Discharge of Conditions PREHSE Pre App for 
householder 
development 

EENO Ecclesiastical Exemption 
Notification (Churches)  

PRELAR Pre App for Large 
Development 

EIAESCO Environmental Impact 
Assessment Scoping Opinion 

PREMED Pre App for Medium 
Development 

EIASCR Environmental Impact 
Assessment Screening Opinion 

PRESMA Pre App for Small 
Development 

FUL Full Application REM Reserved Matters 
(following Outline) 

FULEIS Full Application Environmental 
Impact Statement 

TCA Tree in a Conservation 
Area 

FULTN Full Application for Telecoms 
equipment 

TNOT Telecoms Notification 

HAZ_D Hazardous Substance (Deemed 
Consent) 

TPO Tree Preservation 
Order Consent 

HAZ_EX Hazardous Substance 
(Express Consent) 

  

HNOT Hedgerow Notification   

 


