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Interpretation Signage at Lodge Lake, Loughton Lodge 

Summary 

The Parks Trust support working with Loughton and Great Holm Parish Council on 

joint interpretation signage opportunities.  However, before any opportunities can be 

taken forward there are a number of questions detailed in the document below which 

need to be addressed by the Parish Council.  

Background 

Following on from discussions with Peter Ballantyne and Andy Sargent from 

Loughton and Great Holm Parish Council, we understand that there is a desire within 

the local community for interpretation signage, particularly related to wildlife at Lodge 

Lake in Loughton Lodge.   

Interpretation signage provides visitors to the park with information relating to the 

park, including information such as wildlife found at the site and the local history of 

the area. 

In the past, discussions regarding Parish Council funded (or joint funded) 

interpretation signage for Lodge Lake have not been progressed due to the 

prohibitive cost of this type of signage.  

Current State 

The Parks Trust is currently in the process of rolling out a programme of core 

signage throughout our parks.  At the present time, there are no immediate plans to 

introduce interpretation signage at Lodge Lake. 

Way Forward 

The Parks Trust would be happy to discuss working with the Parish Council on joint 

branded interpretation material in the future.  However, prior to commissioning any 

future activities, further consideration should be given to the objective of any 

interpretation piece.   

 Objective - For example, is the piece designed to provide information for new 

visitors to the lake or to enhance the repeat visits of residents? Will the piece 

focus on the history of the site or the wildlife? Where will the piece be located 

within the parkland? How will the interpretation be funded? 

 Interpretation Format - Interpretation material does not necessarily need to 

take the format of the signage that currently exists in our parks.  Sculptures, 

self guided walks using way markers are all used successfully in other parks 

across the country. 



 
 Signage Style - Examples of existing interpretation signage formats have 

been attached in the appendices for information.  Appendix One shows the 

standard metal lectern display (circa £1,000 exc installation.  The Parks Trust 

would give consideration to meeting the costs for the installation of this type of 

signage.)  Appendix Two shows the hand built stone lecterns (as seen at 

The Green, Loughton.  These are bespoke and would be a commissioned 

piece.)   

 Creative – The Parks Trust brand, including signage, is currently undergoing 

some changes.  This means that any new interpretation type signage will 

have a slightly different feel to those seen in our parks currently.  Appendix 

Three provides an example of how guidance on the correct feeding of 

waterfowl could look under the new creative guidelines (circa £500 for 

development of existing artwork template but any bespoke artwork would be a 

commissioned piece). 

 

  



 
Appendix One – Example of traditional lectern style sign used for interpretation 

panels. 

 

Appendix Two – Example of bespoke cobbled lectern used traditionally in 

historically sensitive areas and grazing areas. 

 

Appendix Three – Example of new style creative branding 

 


