
 

 

 
Agenda Item: FC 158/13 (a) Lakeview Village Green 

 

Village Green (2006) Act - Registration Application 
 

REPORT OF PUBLIC HEARING BY MILTON KEYNES COUNCIL 
 

A Public Hearing was held at 10.30 am on Friday 29
th
 November 2013 to determine the 

application made by Peter T. Ballantyne under the 2006 Commons Act.  This application was 
made under section 15(2).  This was held in the conference room of Badminton England, 
Loughton Lodge, Great Holm, Milton Keynes. 
 

In addition to three legal officers, two other offers and five Councillors of the Regulatory Sub-
committee were present, representing Milton Keynes Council, there were also 26 members of 
the public present.  Two objectors from MKC were also present, as was I, the applicant. 
 

I had hoped to make the point that I felt this hearing was biased in favour of MKC since they 
were: 
 

(a) the landowners 
 

(b) the objectors 
 

(c) the Regulatory Authority 
 

(d) responsible for choosing the determination process (which is not prescribed in the Act) 
 

(e) the lawyers giving advice 
and 
(f) responsible for making the final determination. 
 
I was very disappointed at not being permitted to put these points to the sub-committee at the 
start of this hearing.  It seemed to contradict the principal of ‘natural justice’. 
 

During the four minutes I was allocated to address the hearing, I explained that I had lived in a 
property which overlooks the land for the past 24 years during which time I had used the land 
for many different recreational and lawful leisure pursuits.  I had submitted written witness 
statements from a further 20 residents who had also stated that they had used the land for 
similar lawful purposes. 
 

There were no boundary markers, posts or signs which indicated ownership of the land and it 
was being used ‘as of right’ ‘not ‘by right’.  This is a very important legal distinction. 
 
The objector then spoke, saying that he believed I had not made out the case that a significant 
number of local residents had used the land for lawful leisure or sport purposes. 
 
Seven members of the public then spoke very passionately supporting the application. 
Unfortunately those who had not submitted a written statement were not permitted to speak. I 
find this an unusual restriction at a ‘public hearing’. 
 

The Sub-committee then went into ‘camera’ – excluding press and public to discus a legal 
matter.  On our return the determination discussion began.  Councillors felt that a good case 
had been made for continued and significant use of the land for the statutory period of twenty 
years, the objector had not made his case, and the final vote to register the land as a village 
green was unanimous. 
 

This would be the first entry on the Register of Village Greens in Milton Keynes. 
 

The final result is that the local community has permanent use of this village green in perpetuity.   
 

I should like to thank everyone who supported this application. 
 
Peter T. Ballantyne 
Applicant          5

th
 December 2013 


